
First Presbyterian Church 

117 S. Pearl Street 

(Mailing address: 400 State Street) 

Natchez, MS 39120      601-442-2581 

fpcnatchez@bellsouth.net          www.fpcnatchez.org  

 

THE LINK ~AUGUST, 2019 

From the Pastor: 

 At the recent service to remember our beloved sister Joyce Borum, whose death 

we continue to mourn but whose return to God's presence we acclaim, I cited some 

words from a sermon from a noted pastor in First Presbyterian history. Here are a few 

more of those words. 

 One hundred and sixty years ago, in May 1859, the Rev. Dr. Joseph B. Stratton, 

who served First Presbyterian in Natchez for fifty years, wrote this in a sermon 

preached one Sunday: 

  "The Church of today is doing more than fill its own place and execute its own mission. 

It is engendering forces which shall fix the character, and determine the destiny, to a considerable 

degree, of the Church of tomorrow. … We follow others, and others will follow us. … Everybody 

is a link on a chain. He hangs to somebody before him, and somebody after him will hang to him. 

The track left upon the road by the traveler of yesterday, no matter who he was, will decide, 

perhaps, the route of the traveler of today. This fact throws great dignity and great responsibility 

upon the walk of every Christian." 

 Multiple generations have come and gone since the time of the Stratton ministry. 

Now another generation seeks God's guidance to carry out its mission. I recently 

watched the skilled masons repairing the columns on the front porch of the church and 

thought how the process might be a metaphor for the church as linked generations. 

 Yes, caring for church property links one generation to another. In a similar but 

more important linking of generations, however, God oversees regular repairing, 

renewing, and strengthening of a congregation's heart and mission. As I watched the 

masons at work that day, I thought, "God's Spirit is at work in this place -- as we care 

for church property, yes; but, more important, care for each other and neighbors."  

 Guided by prayer, faithful to the leadership of the Spirit, our congregation will 

continue to grow according to God's plan. The Holy Spirit will lead us to those people 

God expects us to love, serve, and welcome into the life of our faith community.  

 "Following Christ, Serving Everyone": These four words drive us to be people of 

renewed faith and mission now and into the future. Together, with God's help, let us 

strengthen our will to follow Christ's way. 

Blessed to be walking in the way of our Lord Jesus Christ with all of you, 

Joan 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, August 5 

Noon         Worship Ministry meeting   

Tuesday, August 6    

5:30 p.m. Mission Committee meeting 

Monday, August 12 

5:30 p.m.    Session meeting 

Monday, August 19 

5:30 p.m.    Deacons meeting 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

The PW Coordinating Team and the Irene Godfrey Flower Committee have announced 

an increase in the cost of Sunday memorial floral arrangements due to increased costs of 

flowers in recent years. Please send $85.00 when you make your commitment for a 

certain Sunday. For questions, see Edie Christian, PW treasurer; or Shields Brown or 

Laura Godfrey, co-chairmen of the flower committee.  

PW August Calendar: 

Rebekah Circle—The Rebekah Circle will not meet this month.                                                   

Ruth Circle—The Ruth Circle will not meet this month.   

KITCHEN DISH TOWELS 

We are running short of dish towels in the church kitchen. If you would like to donate 

some, you may drop them off in the church office. 

COVERED DISH LUNCHEON-AUGUST   

Sunday, August 4 

Please join the crowd for lunch and fellowship after the 10:30 service on August 4. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Tuesdays, August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

2 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee Company the first and third 

Tuesday and at The Crafted Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.      

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, August 6, 13, 20, 23, 27 

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

FPC CHOIR REHEARSALS 

The Sanctuary Choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. The Handbell Choir meets 

on Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. Children's choir meets 4:15 Wednesday. 

 PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the church library for 

Bible study. Scriptures to be studied are announced each Sunday in the bulletin.     



NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Monday at noon in the Prayer Room of Stratton Chapel. Come 

each week, or as you are able. Pray for our church, members, friends and community.    

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Join us for Wonderful Wednesdays. Supper is at 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Programs 

after supper are provided for all ages. The gathering concludes at 7 p.m.  

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants, from 8 a.m. until noon on 

Sundays and at appropriate times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services! Activity bags are provided during worship 

services for older children.   

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The Festival of Music Board meets the second Thursday of each month from 6-7 p.m. 

in the Westminster Room in Stratton Chapel. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.         

The Natchez Women’s Book Club meets at 6 p.m. in the Parlor on the fourth Monday 

of each month. This group is open to everyone interested in reading and discussing 

good books! For more information, contact Leigh Anderson at 601-442-0116.  

The Natchez Civic Chorale rehearses in the sanctuary every Tuesday, at 6 p.m.                   

If you are interested in singing with a community choir, please contact Darrell Day at                 

727-483-2835 or darrell@fpcnatchez.org.     

FPC’s Stewpot Service Fellowship will serve lunch at the Stewpot this month on         

August 25. If you would like to be part of this ministry, please contact Nicole or Lance 

Harris, Joanna Brumfield, or Donna Ball.  

Habitat for Humanity volunteers will have their next opportunity for assisting Habitat 

in September. Days and time will be announced when Habitat directors announce fall 

plans. Watch for details.  

The Mat Pilates Class, led by Sandra Burkes, meets in Fellowship Hall from                 

8:30-10 a.m., Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Classes are free and open to all. Bring 

your own mat. For more information, contact Sandra at 662-816-5459.   

Pastor's Discretionary Fund accepts donations continuously and puts the fund to use to 

serve the community. The fund helps people in the community in their needs for food, 

medicine, transportation, and emergency shelter.  

School and Church Partners: First Presbyterian has formed a partnership with 

Crosspoint Church of Natchez to provide assistance to students and teachers at a public 

elementary school. Other plans are underway to partner with a community agency to 
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begin serving students and teachers in another public elementary school. Be looking for 

ways you can help in this program. Cara Serio and Kristen Abney are FPC outreach 

coordinators for the program. 

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.”            

~ Proverbs 22:6 

August is packed with special summer activities at the Playschool! 

The older children continue to meet for music class every Tuesday and Friday at 9 a.m. 

with Darrell Day, FPC Music Director. Thanks to Darrell, the children have a wonderful 

music experience waiting for them on the playground. If you haven’t seen the “chimes,” 

stop by and check them out.  

Want to read to a Playschool class? Let Aretha Davis, director, know. 

You may call Aretha Davis at 601-445-0700 for enrollment information or if you wish                  

to volunteer to assist in activities. 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST 1  MARC DOYLE     AUGUST 19 SANDRA BURKES 

AUGUST 2 FRANCES MEASON      JASPER SEALE 

AUGUST 4  BARBARA RHODES      MIMI MILLER 

  KAY JENKINS     AUGUST 24 JOAN MCLEMORE 

  HATTIE POOLE    AUGUST 27 LACY METCALFE 

JOHN HENRY THOMPSON   AUGUST 29 BEVERLY RATCLIFFE 

AUGUST 5  SARAH HANSON      MAC CALHOUN 

AUGUST 6  ROSEMARY HALL    AUGUST 30 KEN ANDERSON 

AUGUST 11 BEVERLY ALDRIDGE    AUGUST 31 CHESNEY DOYLE 

AUGUST 12 COURTNEY ALDRIDGE 

AUGUST 17 CHRIS BORUM 

AUGUST 18  ROBERT JOSEPH 

 

 

 

 

 



Rev. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Darrell Day, Music Director 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

FPC OFFICERS 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2019: 

Rosemary Hall, Bobby Meason, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

Class of 2020: 

Hal Hicks, Leigh Anderson, Phyllis Mashburn, Ken Andermann 

 

Class of 2121: 

Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Serio, Anne Willett 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2019: 

Sandra Burkes, Denise Seale, Sarah Smith 

Class of 2020: 

Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 

Class of 2021: 

Spencer Holder, Frances Meason, Everette Ratcliffe 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

117 South Pearl Street  

(Mailing Address: 400 State Street) 

Natchez, Mississippi 39120              

601-442-2581 

fpcnatchez@bellsouth.net 
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Sunday services: 8:15 (Stratton Chapel) and 10:30 (Sanctuary)          

Wednesday: 5:15 in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday: 7 a.m. Men's Prayer Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday: 11 a.m. Bible study with the pastor in the church library 

Mondays 12 noon: Prayers in the Prayer Room (adjacent to the Sanctuary) 
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