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SEPTEMBER LINK 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Church Family: 

A committee formed to deal with our response to the activities of COVID-19 in our area 

continues to grapple with the question of when we should return to worship in person 

again. I know that you all understand that it is not an easy question to answer. I know 

that just about everyone is anxious for us to sit in those pews on Sunday morning and 

worship together, looking at each other, waving to one another, blowing kisses, and 

knowing that at least for that little time we are together, truly, as God's people. 

At a recent meeting, led by committee chairman Marc Doyle, we heard the views of 

everyone present: 

1. Should we gather together in the sanctuary beginning one Sunday in September?  

2. Should we go full-force and meet for 8:15 service, Sunday school, and the 10:30 

service beginning one Sunday in September? 

3. Should we wait and see what the impact of opening of schools has on our community 

before making a decision? 

4. What will be the sign to us that gathering as a congregation is the right thing to do? 

5. Can we increase our gatherings through electronic platforms such as Zoom to include 

Sunday school and more Bible studies and committee work? Should we? 

 

I write to let you know that those in the congregation given the task of making these 

difficult decisions are doing so thoughtfully and always in prayer. Our next meeting as 

a committee will be devoted to prayer for discernment as we seek God's will for us in 

regard to gathering again. Will you, too, pray for this committee and its work done on 

behalf of the church? You are a praying people. Prayers do matter. Thank you! 

 

You are always in my heart. I miss you and urge you to stay in touch with me. Please 

do not fail to contact me or come to see me when there is a need. 

 

Love in Christ,   

Joan 



MUSIC NOTES 

Greetings, First Family!   

Though we are apart physically, I'm grateful to know that we are together spiritually.  

Things are very different from what we are accustomed to, yet we are finding new ways 

to be together.  I know that when I begin the prelude each Sunday, I am not alone.  

First, God is present in a real and special way.  Second, I know that many of you are 

tuned in to our live stream each week online.  (Thank you, Charles and Marc!) 

During this time, we have also been blessed with the presence of our precious students 

from Alcorn in the choir.  Thank you Christine, David, Antoin, Kimyia, Jimmia, and 

Sonya for your faithfulness.  But there are many others in our choir who cannot be with 

us in person due to the current pandemic.  We all long for the day when we will be 

reunited. 

During the month of August, there was a huge power surge that knocked out three 

transformers on State Street.  No one knows for sure if it was lightning or aging 

electrical equipment, but it affected both church buildings and left us without power.  

When it was finally restored, we discovered that our mighty pipe organ had suffered a 

mighty blow, with its control system no longer functional.  The internal computer and 

several other related components have been replaced, and now it is once again making 

a joyful noise.  As this is being written, technicians are also about to install new 

tremolos on the Choir and Swell divisions (played from the bottom and top keyboards).  

This will further enhance the sound of the incredible instrument that helps us lift our 

voices in song.  Special thanks to master organ tech Madison Lindsay and his nephew 

Greg who made the repairs.    

          

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Organist and Director of Music at First 

Presbyterian.  Whether in person or online, I'll sing with you this Sunday! 

In Christ, Jon 



REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

“How to Share the Good News” 

How blessed we are to be lifted up through our online church services and Joan’s beautiful 

devotionals. During these challenging times, our church members and Joan receive 

numerous notes and calls of appreciation from people both near and far who have seen 

them. We hope all are enjoying the devotionals which continue to arrive via email each 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Our video and music devotionals which Joan and 

Jon Gates record in the sanctuary are published on Wednesdays.  

Please take advantage of one or more of the three easy ways available to us to share God’s 

life changing Good News through these devotionals and our Sunday Services online:  

1) Go to “First Presbyterian Church of Natchez, MS” on Facebook to “like” and “share.”  

2) Forward the church email to friends along with a short note telling them something 

about how the devotional spoke to you. 

3) Go to YouTube and type in “First Presbyterian Church of Natchez Weekly Video 

Devotion.” “Like” and then click “share.” Options include sending the message to text, 

email, Twitter, and more.  

If each of us would commit to sharing through email and social media these lovely 

messages only five times, imagine how many more people would receive the 

encouragement and instruction which we receive? 

“Other news from Christian Education” 

Cameron Abney, Cooper Brumfield, Alston Doyle, Archer Doyle, and Olivia Edgin were 

welcomed into the full membership of the church via Zoom at a session meeting on August 

9th. These new members were also commended for their faithfulness in completing more 

than five months of twice weekly Zoom classes. Though the setting was unusual, the young 

people, their families, and members of the session thoroughly enjoyed this extraordinarily 

joyous occasion. We look forward to the day that they will be introduced in front of the 

congregation when we can all return to attending services in person. 

The Sunday School lesson written weekly by Lee Jones and emailed to his loyal class 

members is written in such a lively style that one feels like they have had a class with Lee. 

Please let the church office know of any others who would like a copy via email or personal 

delivery. Chuck Borum is most anxiously awaiting the day that he can gather again with 

the parlor Sunday School group.  Joan continues to lead a Tuesday morning Bible study in 

Stratton Chapel with social distancing and masks in place. 

The Education Committee would like to hear from our families what each is doing toward 

Christian Education in their homes. Summer and Drew Thomson have a routine using a 

prayer table, stories, and activities that is working very well for their children. 

      Helen Smith, Chairman, FPC Education Committee                                                                                             



REPORT FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

Greetings, 

We look forward to working together for a positive year for our students and families. 

In September, we will focus on learning our new daily routines and settling into the 

classrooms.  Enjoy helping your child look forward to the adventures ahead with this 

familiar song! This back to school song sets the tone for an exciting year full of fun and 

learning. 

The more we get together, 

Together, together, 

Oh, the more we get together, 

The happier we’ll be!   

   Stay Safe, 

           Aretha Davis  

REPORT FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN     

     Ladies, Ladies, Ladies, what can I say???  Everything is still up in the air and we are 

all muddling along the best we can.  By the time you receive this newsletter on 

September 1st, our PW Yearbook will be at the printers.  That is a positive thing!  Our 

circles are still on hold at this time and our September Quarterly Meeting doesn't look 

like it will take place on September 16th.  The good news regarding our September 

meeting is that all our officers have agreed to carryover in their present positions so 

there is really no need for Officer Installation.  This does mean that our overview of the 

Study Book will not take place and our Thank Offering which is always taken in 

September won't happen.  The PW will still need to send in a Thank Offering to the 

Presbytery.  Please send your offering to Edie Christian, 54 Duncan Avenue, and note 

that it is for the Thank Offering. This offering always goes to several churches that are 

really in need.   

      The Presbyterian Women Presbytery of Mississippi has canceled the Fall Gathering 

that was to be held at our church on September 19th.  The Annual Gathering in the 

spring has not been announced at this time and we are just hoping it will happen later.  

      If you would like to get a head start on the Presbyterian Women's study book for the 

coming year – Into the Light – Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, Edie Christian has 

these books.  The regular print is $10 and the larger print is $15.  Contact Edie or me and 

we will get a book to you. We are still hoping that our Circles can meet during late fall.     

 Blessings to All and Stay Safe, 

  Phyllis Mashburn, PW Moderator    

 



FPC RESPONSE TO HELP HURRICANE VICTIMS 

Dear Church Family, 

As we have done in the past, First Presbyterian wants to respond to brothers and sisters in 

areas hit hard by recent hurricanes. We have found that clean-up buckets and personal 

hygiene kits have been effective ways to show our love and compassion for those who have 

lost so much in the storms. 

How can you help? As before, we need everyone to participate in some way. Here are some 

ideas:  

1. Buy items for an entire bucket and bring those items to the church for assembly. 

2. Assemble an entire bucket and bring it ready to go to the relief distribution center. 

3. Buy items for an entire hygiene kit and bring those items to the church for assembly. 

4. Assemble one or more hygiene kits and bring them to the church ready to go. 

5. Make a donation to the Discretionary Fund and mark your donation as "Hurricane Relief 

Projects." This can be a donation of any amount. Every dollar will matter. 

6. Volunteer your time to shop for these buckets and kits. 

7. Volunteer your time to assemble buckets and kits.   

Attached is information that covers both the buckets and the hygiene kits. Please read 

carefully and decide how you would like to help in this worthy project. 

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. …Let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven."    
        Matthew 5:14, 16   

Cleanup Bucket 

1 — 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid* (Value $75) 

5 — scouring pads 

7 — sponges, assorted sizes 

1 — scrub brush 

1 — pkg. cleaning towels (18 reusable, like Easy Wipes®) 

1 — box dry laundry detergent, 50-78 oz. 

1 — liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®), 12 oz. 

1 — bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®), 24-28 oz. 

1 — 1 pkg. clothespins, 48-50 Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft. 

5 — dust masks 

2 pair — latex gloves (like Playtex®) 

1 pair — work gloves 

1 — 24 to 28 count roll heavy-duty trash bags (30-45 gallon, remove from carton) 

1 — bottle insect repellant (pump, drops or lotion; not aerosol), 6-9 oz. 

Please purchase all liquids in plastic bottles. Send only new, unopened materials. Put all items in the 

plastic bucket, packed securely to avoid damage during shipment, and seal lid with packing tape. 



Hygiene Kit 

1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 

1 — washcloth 

1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 

1 — nail clipper (UPDATE: nail clippers with metal files or emery boards attached are 

now accepted; remove from package) 

1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 

10 — Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Seal all items in a one-gallon 

plastic bag with a zipper closure. 

Discretionary Fund: The pastor's discretionary fund is always a good place for a 

donation. This fund goes to many different kinds of ministries that assist our neighbors, 

including food and medicine. Thank you for your monetary gifts to this fund. 

Emergency Food Boxes: Please consider making donations to the emergency food box 

program. You may make specific donations of the foods we include in the boxes. Or 

you may make a monetary donation. Some food items you may donate are: 24-ounce 

cans of peaches, green beans, or Trappey's black-eyed peas; large cans tuna packed in 

water; pound bags of ground coffee; any hearty canned soups. Or you may choose: 

single roll paper towels; bagged cookies, quick grits, one-minute oatmeal, regular size 

jars of peanut butter; regular size jars of jelly; Deluxe Mac and Cheese (the packet that 

does not require milk added). You may also donate by check, made to First Presbyterian 

Church; indicate "for food boxes." Thank you for your donations!   

Stewpot Service: First Presbyterian assists the Stewpot ministry in many ways, 

especially in the donations of time by many of our members. Some members deliver 

meals. If you would like to volunteer to deliver, you may contact Rosemary Hall. Others 

prepare and serve meals at the Stewpot on the fourth Sunday of each month. This 

month, the Service Fellowship group will serve lunch at the Stewpot on September 27.  

Keep these servants of Christ in your prayers. Please consider donating to the Stewpot 

to fund the foods bought for the service on the fourth Sunday. If you would like to be 

part of this ministry, please call the church office. 

Sunday Evening Prayer and Communion Service will be held in Stratton Chapel at            

6 o'clock on September 20. In these days when so many are fearful and anxious and 

when our nation seems in turmoil, we will look to the psalms for lament and confession 

and to the gospels for renewal of trust, love, peace, healing, and hope. 



The Pastor's Tuesday Bible Study has resumed meeting on Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. in 

Stratton Chapel. The format will be the same as before. Only the location is changed. 

You may bring your Bibles or use the ones provided in the chapel.   

Online Giving: For your convenience you now can give online through PayPal. You do 

not have to have a PayPal account. Just click the Online Donate button on our Give 

webpage at https://www.fpcnatchez.org/give.  This is a great way to meet your regular 

commitments to the church or to make a special gift. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting during this time of keeping physical distance 

from one another. However, individual members continue to do their work separately 

and doing so, to love and comfort others with their hand-made gifts. Many thanks to 

those who take part in this ministry.      

To have a copy of our prayer list emailed to you, please contact Pam in the church 

office. They are also available in the office if you’d like to stop by and pick one up.     

The September Stated Meeting of the First Presbyterian Session is Monday,             

September 14, at 4 p.m. by Zoom.         

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

September 3 Marcia Passman 

 Diane Hammers 

September 4 Danna Mooney 

September 5 Jay Fitch 

 Spencer Holder 

September 6 Annette Holder 

September 7 Gay Metcalfe 

September 13 Anna Rose Metcalfe 

September 16 Mary Lessley 

 Sue Savino 

September 20 Fred Parker 

September 22 Janice Baker 

September 25 Robert Seyfarth 

September 28 Betty Jenkins 

September 29 Catherine Ratcliffe 

 Joanna Kidder 

 Lucianne Wood 

                

 

 

 



The Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Jon P. Gates, Organist and Director of Music 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS:  

Class of 2020: Leigh Anderson, Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Phyllis Mashburn  

Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody Serio, Anne Willett  

Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith    

 

DEACONS:  

Class of 2020: Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington  

Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason  

Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith 
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