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THE LINK ~ JULY, 2020 

 
My Dear Church Family, 

As I write to you today, the year is half spent! June is closed and July is beginning. Yes, 

it has been an unusual period of time for all of us – for the world, really. Thinking 

biblically, I picture many times when God's people were in disarray, moving from one 

place to another, wandering and wondering, "When will this chaos end and when will a 

better day dawn for us?"  

Times like this cause us to reflect deeply on our life and faith. Speaking with someone 

about how we might make the first Sunday back worshiping together a really special 

Sunday, I suggested that maybe we should celebrate Easter that day. After all, our 

Easter morning service this year happened with empty pews! I suggested that we place 

a flowered cross again at the front of the sanctuary. And maybe we should sing Easter 

hymns. We did not do that. But I have not abandoned the idea! Celebrating Easter in 

July might be more appropriate -- better than celebrating Christmas in July anytime.  

We feel uncertain about tomorrow; we need assurance today. Proclaiming the truth of 

Easter reminds us that God has done a new thing in the world; that God has made all 

things new, including us. Our baptism into Christ gives us new life; our participation in 

the Lord's Supper renews and restores our lives in union with God and with each other. 

With our faith centered in Easter, we proclaim that God raised Jesus Christ from the 

dead and did it for us and for the whole world that we might experience that new life.  

Sometimes we shrink back in fear of the future. Other times we dwell in sorrow over 

the past. I suggest that today is the perfect day to shout, "He is risen! He is risen 

indeed!" With that proclamation we acknowledge a new day in which we are free to 

live in hope and joy and full acceptance that God never leaves us. Indeed God is with us 

now as the risen Christ dwells in our hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit. We 

cannot yet embrace one another in love during this season of the coronavirus. But close 

your eyes. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, is very near. He will fill you now.  

Holding you in prayer and hoping that Easter faith might fill your heart today, 

Joan 



Greetings, First Presbyterian Family! 

We have finally begun meeting together again, after MANY days apart.  We are masked 

and distancing, but there's something warm and wonderful about being in the same 

room again!  Pastor Joan and I have been working together to make sure that our music 

is familiar, celebrative, and inspirational.   

As your organist, I have been playing the hymns in a lower key to make them easier to 

sing.  (Yes, I know it’s hard to sing with a mask on!)  Also, we have reduced the number 

of verses we sing for each hymn.  I do hope that we never skip over your favorite 

stanzas.  If, however, it is still too difficult to sing with a mask on, consider simply 

humming along, or following the words as they are sung by the choir.  That way you 

are still engaged and participating in a vital spiritual exercise:  sung worship!  Paul 

reminds us that we should always be “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;” Let us all 

do that, whether by singing or humming! 

I am very pleased to report that all of our musical instruments, including our glorious 

pipe organ, remain in excellent condition.  We will in the near future have it tuned, 

however, and most of the pipes are made of metal.  As you know, metal contracts and 

expands according to the temperature.  Since the composition of the metal varies, some 

pipes go out of tune at different rates.  We are happy that we have one of Mississippi's 

best organ technicians as the caretaker of our instrument.  As you probably know, the 

organ has thousands of pipes, and each one will require touching. 

 

May God richly bless you, your family, and our community, and may He protect us all! 

I’ll sing with you this Sunday!  Jon 



REPORT FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Your First Presbyterian Church Worship Committee members are continuing to work 

hand in hand with the FPC COVID-19 Task Force during this wonderful time in safely 

returning to our beautiful sanctuary.  When physically returning to the sanctuary, you 

will be greeted by one of our FPC Social Distancing Ushers.  Please be sure to sit in the 

pews with the yellow bows.   

If you have any questions whatsoever, please do not hesitate to ask, we are here to help 

and guide you safely into the sanctuary. 

We are grateful for all of our visitors from near and far, in the sanctuary AND online!   

If you are not ready to physically return to the sanctuary no worries you can continue to 

watch on Live Stream Facebook!  The link for the video is 

https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4.  The video is also available on First Presbyterian 

Church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201. 

Thank you for your faithfulness!   

      Cara Moody Serio, Chairman  

                          FPC Worship Committee   

REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

We are excited to announce that the Reverend Dr. Gandy resumed leading an in-person 

Tuesday Bible study on the last day of June. Everyone, both newcomers to Bible study, 

veterans, and guests are warmly invited to participate in this one hour class at 11:00. 

The class will be meeting weekly in the primary room of Stratton Chapel. Participants 

wear masks and sit safely distanced from one another.  

The confirmation class continues to enjoy the enthusiastic participation of both the 

students and adult sponsors. The church should be quite proud of the faithful 

attendance of our young people each Sunday and Wednesday using Zoom. Recently,  

the class looked at Presbyterian beliefs and polity as well as a study of prayer and 

various Bible passages.  

Lee Jones faithfully sends all interested adults a weekly email Bible lesson, while Chuck 

Borum remains available on Facebook for his Sunday school classes. Any who wish to 

have their email addresses added to either of these groups should contact Pam in the 

church office.  

                                                                                                                    Helen Smith, Chairman  

                                                                                                                FPC Education Committee  

 

https://www.fpcnatchez.org/so/caN5mG7yR/c?w=EAipFWJ2nTs5psXSujJf1pXC5DWUCjYQam4TBazVW30.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly95b3V0dS5iZS9LMFVVWDJIZERrNCIsInIiOiI0ZTBiN2UwOS1mYzNmLTQ5MjQtZmRiMy1kNGY4YzFiNzI5ZTkiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiI1MWEwYzRjZC1kMDI1LTQ3YzAtYTE1OC0xZmMwNWI2MDRlZDgifQ
https://www.fpcnatchez.org/so/caN5mG7yR/c?w=VAJN577uKMdRB7bPZ62bZE0cjT3yWiF9gEGOCIvb6ns.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0ZpcnN0UHJlc05hdGNoZXovdmlkZW9zLzI4NTY1MjAxMzc3MzEyMDEiLCJyIjoiNGUwYjdlMDktZmMzZi00OTI0LWZkYjMtZDRmOGMxYjcyOWU5IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiNTFhMGM0Y2QtZDAyNS00N2MwLWExNTgtMWZjMDViNjA0ZWQ4In0


PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL REPORT 

Greetings, 

June was a very exciting month for the Playschool. We were really pleased to be able to  

re-open the Playschool. The children are adapting to the new rules and regulations. 

They come in with smiley faces and leave with them as well.  

For the month of July, we will be focusing on the importance of being germ free and 

staying healthy. We will be creating a Super Hero: “The Germ Buster.”  

We will be closed on Friday, July 3rd in observance of the Independence Day.  

     Stay Safe, 

           Aretha Davis  

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is meeting again. Join them at 7 a.m. on Tuesdays in 

Fellowship Hall.   

Sunday Evening Prayer and Communion Service will be held in Stratton Chapel at            

6 o'clock on the third Sunday of every month. In these days when so many are fearful 

and anxious and when our nation seems in turmoil, we will look to the psalms for 

lament and confession and to the gospels for renewal of trust, love, peace, healing, and 

hope. 

The Pastor's Tuesday Bible Study has resumed meeting on Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. in 

Stratton Chapel. The format will be the same as before. Only the location is changed. 

You may bring your Bibles or use the ones provided in the chapel.  

Online Giving: For your convenience you now can give online through PayPal. You do 

not have to have a PayPal account. Just click the Online Donate button on our Give 

webpage at https://www.fpcnatchez.org/give.  This is a great way to meet your regular 

commitments to the church or to make a special gift. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

FPC Stewpot Service Fellowship will serve lunch at the Stewpot this month on 

Sunday, July 26. If you would like to be part of this ministry, please contact Nicole 

Harris, Lance Harris, or Donna Ball.  Other Stewpot volunteers from FPC are delivering 

meals throughout the community on this day and on other days of the month.  Keep 

them in your prayers.     

Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting during this time of keeping physical distance 

from one another. However, individual members continue to do their work separately 

and doing so, to love and comfort others with their hand-made gifts. Many thanks to 

those who take part in this ministry.         

 



Baptism of Marley Jane Borum will be Sunday, July 12, during the 10:30 a.m. service. 

Marley, born February 20, 2020, is the daughter of Jonathan and Jennifer Borum. She is 

the granddaughter of Dr. Chuck and Chris Borum; and Tommy and Lissa Graves. 

Marley has one sister, Melody. 

The Session welcomes Flora Burns as a new member at First Presbyterian Church. The 

unanimous vote to invite her into membership came at the stated June meeting of the 

Session on Monday, June 8. Please extend your warm welcome to her. 

To have a copy of our prayer list emailed to you, please contact Pam in the church 

office. They are also available in the office if you’d like to stop by and pick one up. 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

July 1  John Goodrich 

July 6  Bob Flurry 

July 12  Jim Lessley 

July 16  Alston Doyle, Archer Doyle 

July 21  Paul Benoist 

July 22  Kennedy Ann Jones 

July 26  Gwen Washington    

July 27  Dana Dent 

July 28  Lane Feltus 

July 29  Donna Ball               

 

The Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Jon P. Gates, Organist and Director of Music 

Deon Buford, Sexton  

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director  

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator  

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

ELDERS:  

Class of 2020: Leigh Anderson, Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Phyllis Mashburn  

Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody Serio, Anne Willett  

Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith  

DEACONS:  

Class of 2020: Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington  

Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason  

Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith 
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