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OCTOBER LINK 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Church Family: 

Today I am thinking of the precious gifts to the church of the Sacrament of Baptism and 

the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Both lead us to grace and thankfulness. Through 

baptism, Christ has given us full title to his righteousness if we just step up and take 

ownership of it. After all, we have been given a command to be more like him. 

We grow continuously in our Christian faith, and only God knows what the final 

product is going to look like! But we know how to try: first, by studying the life of 

Christ as revealed in Scripture; and second, trying our best to be Christ-like in all we do, 

say, and become. 

Becoming more like Christ does not happen overnight. Rather, it is a long process. 

Growing as imitators of Christ comes only with continued and intentional study – and 

with an awareness of where we are in our faith formation and where we need to be.  

Consider how Jesus Christ emptied himself of the riches that were his in order to come 

to earth to give his life for you (See Philippians 2). Simply by becoming human in his 

form, he showed us the importance of new beginnings – emptying our own selves in 

order to be filled with new spirit. Everything changes when that happens. 

The psalmist says, "O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take 

refuge in him" (Psalm 34:8). The Lord forgives sinners like us. We all are needy of the 

grace God freely gives. The Lord is gracious and kind.  

As we are baptized into his righteousness, we regularly are fed at his Table. He leads us 

in the way of truth and righteousness. We can grow to be more like him – growing up in 

his name and for his sake – forgiving, forbearing, healing, and loving as he loves us. 

As we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, let us always give thanks for the 

gifts given by our Lord Christ. The body of Christ was broken and given for us; the 

blood of Christ was shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. And now we step up to do 

the work he has called us to do with hearts filled with gratitude.  

 

Thinking of each of you with love and praying for God to bless and guide you, 

Joan 



 

 
MUSIC NOTES 

Greetings, First Family! 

It is an honor to be your Director of Music and Organist.  I would like to compliment 

you on your spirited singing as we came together again in September.  What a joy it is 

to accompany your voices from the organ!  I was recently reading the Psalms and came 

across these words (Ps. 98:5-6):  Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, 

rejoice, and sing.  Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.  

And from the New Testament comes a similar encouragement:  Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly;  teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  (Col. 3:13) 

How are we to sing?  With thankfulness in our hearts.  To whom are we to sing?  To 

God Himself.  Our singing in church should never be thought of as a performance for 

people, but rather an act of worship.  We sing not because we are great singers, but 

because He is a great God! 

Whether you have the voice of Luciano Pavarotti or are barely able to carry a tune in a 

bucket know that He enjoys hearing you.  So lift it high…even through a mask.  He is 

listening!! 

I’ll sing with you this Sunday! 

In Christ, Jon 

 

 

 



 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS:  

Your First Presbyterian Church Worship Committee members are continuing to work 

hand in hand with the FPC COVID-19 Task Force.  We are excited and grateful to be 

back in our beautiful sanctuary for the 10:30 am service!!  If you have not joined us 

physically in the sanctuary, no worries! You will be greeted by one of our Social 

Distancing Ushers outside FPC with little friendly reminders prior to entering the 

sanctuary.   A second usher will be inside to hand you a bulletin and to be available if 

you need additional direction.  For your convenience, the hymns are printed in the 

bulletin.    

• Masks are required at all times; please bring your own mask – if you happen to 

leave yours at home, we do have them available at all doors.   

• Practice social distancing.  

• Hand sanitizer is available in pews and on the walls when entering the 

sanctuary. 

• Please sit only in the pews with the yellow bows.   

• When entering/exiting the sanctuary please do not linger and remember to 

practice social distancing.  

 

If you simply are not ready to physically return to the sanctuary, please know that you 

are missed and we are there for you as well. We will be glad to deliver bulletins if 

needed.  Please call the church office if you would like to be added to the list.  

The link for the video is https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4. The video is also available on 

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201.  

If you have any questions whatsoever, please do not hesitate to ask. We are here to help 

and guide you safely into the sanctuary.  We know all of the above are difficult and 

laborious; we simply must follow these guidelines to keep everyone healthy.                    

We appreciate your cooperation during these uncertain times.   

 Much love,  

 Cara Moody Serio, Chairman FPC Worship Committee 

 

 

https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201


 

FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE: BRAZIL PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES 

As our lives have changed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, so have the lives of our 

Brazilian brothers and sisters in our partnership churches.  In this newsletter, I would 

like to briefly tell you about the response of the members of the Second Independent 

Presbyterian Church of Natal, a beautiful city of about 600,000 people on the northeast 

coast of Brazil. The Second IPI Church is located in the downtown area across the street 

from the largest mall in the city. This area attracts many homeless people so there is no 

shortage of ways to do ministry. Also, many working people are now out of work (just 

as in this country) and there is not a lot of government support to help with necessities.  

Our partners came up with the idea of providing food boxes to those most in need, the 

same idea that we had to help people in Natchez who are in similar hardship. Your 

mission committee recently sent funds to help them in their effort.  Pastor Diego quickly 

emailed us a note of thanks and said that due to the extremely favorable exchange rate, 

our gift to them would provide staples for many families. THANK YOU for your 

support of our Brazil Mission Partnership.     

 

REPORT FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

Our Preschool Theme for October is fall and Fire Safety. We are exploring how leaves 

change colors and how the weather gets colder in the fall. We notice how as the weather 

changes, we change the clothes we wear, going from wearing shorts to pants. We ask 

parents to use opportunities at home to extend the child’s learning with simple 

everyday experiences. We will enjoy some wonderful learning opportunities with our 

Farmer Unit and then will move into Fire Safety with a visit from the Natchez Fire 

Department this month.  We will celebrate our Harvest Celebration in the Classrooms 

on Friday, October 30, from 11 a.m. – noon.   

   Stay Safe, 



           Aretha Davis    

REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Sunday school classes will resume for all ages beginning October 4 with some new 

protocols.  

We believe that we can safely start these classes because we have observed mostly 

excellent behavior during our other gatherings so far. In addition to wearing masks and 

proper distancing, to further protect one another, we are limiting time within any of our 

classrooms to thirty minutes.  Adult classes start promptly at 9:30, but all children 

assemble at 9:15. All classes will end at 10:00.  

Lee Jones's class will continue their study of Galatians with a 9:30 start time in their 

usual classroom with more spaced seating arrangements. While Bibles will be available, 

it would be preferable for each person to bring her or his own Bible. Lee will continue to 

send his written lesson to everyone who is on his email list. He has fans.  Please let the 

church know if you need to be added to that email list. Lee wants everyone to know 

that he feels very strongly that each person, whether in person or at home, needs to 

read the Bible passages for themselves rather than just relying on what he has written. 

Chuck Borum is excited that he will again be leading his class in the parlor. For the first 

twelve weeks, the good doctor will be showing a twenty-minute video titled, "What Is 

Reformed Theology?" Lively follow-up discussions are always enjoyed in this class. 

All children will assemble in the fellowship hall at 9:15 for a few minutes of singing 

with Jon Gates. Chris Borum is taking charge of the students using lessons developed 

by Dr. Gandy. She, along with Ginny Borum and Olivia Edgin, will split the children 

into age groups. The first ten sessions are based on key stories from Genesis. Denise 

Seale, who is on a break from teaching Sunday School for the first time in twenty-five 

years, says that Joan's "informative, thought provoking" lessons are the most 

outstanding curriculum she has ever used. She added, "Joan's lessons help students 

relate to their lives the what ifs and whys" in the Bible stories. The first set of lessons are 

taken from Genesis.  

The Tuesday morning 11:00 Pastor's Bible study in Stratton Chapel continues to 

welcome both men and women, members, and guests. Everyone wears a mask and 

there is plenty of room to stay safe, so please come and bring a friend. 

      Helen Smith, Chairman, FPC Education Committee         

 

                                                          



Sunday School classes for all ages will resume in person classes on Sunday, October 4, 

at 9:15 a.m. for children’s assembly in Fellowship Hall and at 9:30 for adult classes. 

Please remember to wear a mask and maintain safe distancing. 

Congregational Meeting: Please plan to stay for a few minutes after the service on 

Sunday, October 11, for a congregational meeting to elect officers for the Class of 2023.  

Sunday Evening Prayer and Communion Service will be held in Stratton Chapel at            

6 o'clock on October 18. 

The Pastor's Bible Study meets on Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. in Stratton Chapel. The             

format will be the same as before.  You may bring your Bibles or use the ones provided 

in the chapel.      

Online Giving: For your convenience you now can give online through PayPal. You do 

not have to have a PayPal account. Just click the Online Donate button on our Give 

webpage at https://www.fpcnatchez.org/give.  This is a great way to meet your regular 

commitments to the church or to make a special gift. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting during this time of keeping physical distance 

from one another. However, individual members continue to do their work separately 

and doing so, to love and comfort others with their hand-made gifts. Many thanks to 

those who take part in this ministry.      

To have a copy of our prayer list emailed to you, please contact Pam in the church 

office. They are also available in the office if you would like to stop by and pick one up.       

The October Stated Meeting of the First Presbyterian Session is Monday, October 12, at 

4 p.m. by Zoom.            

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
October 2 Ron Miller 

October 3 Mae Holyoak 

October 5 Chapman Sharp, Alina Sharp, Adair Carey 

October 7 Adam Kirk 

October 8 Ralph Loe, Joey Wilson-Willett 

October 9 Judy Stahlman 

October 12 Rose Godfrey 

October 17 Sherry Jones 

October 19 Lynn Britt  

October 25 Judy Kempinska, Shelley Dearing 

October 28 Cara Serio 

October 31 Marvin McDonald      

 



 

The Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Jon P. Gates, Organist and Director of Music 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

 

 

ELDERS:  

Class of 2020: Leigh Anderson, Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Phyllis Mashburn  

Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody Serio, Anne Willett  

Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith    

 

DEACONS:  

Class of 2020: Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington  

Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason  

Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith 
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