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THE LINK ~ NOVEMBER, 2018 

From the Pastor:   

 I've been thinking about hospitality lately. You are a 

hospitable church. I love that about you. You step up to say 

hello and warmly greet one another and visitors. Is there 

more we can do to enlarge our practice of hospitality? 

 We desire to extend hospitality because of God's 

hospitality to us.  That hospitality is revealed most clearly 

in the creation but also in God's invitation to his own 

kingdom, where Jesus Christ is King. The psalmist says this: 

"O Lord, you cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and 

plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth, 

and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make the face 

shine, and bread to strengthen the human heart." (Psalm 

104:14). 

 Hospitality was deeply embedded in the life of our 

Old Testament ancestors. It was a way of life among the 

Hebrew people. That hospitality carried over into the early 

Christian church. We learn from scripture something of 

what the people of God always have believed about 

hospitality. Hear these words, for example: "Do not neglect 

to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 

have entertained angels without knowing it" (Hebrews 

13:2). 

 Early Christians believed as they welcomed 

strangers, that they welcomed Jesus himself. What would 

happen if we believed that today? One Roman emperor in 

the first century watched with great interest the lifestyle of 

Christians, especially their hospitality. "See how they love 

one another," he said. 

 Hospitality does express love of neighbor and love of 

God. Will you lift prayers for our church, so that we might 

live out God's call to show hospitality to all? 

May God's grace bless and keep you, 

  Joan 

 

 MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, November 5 

            Noon        Worship Ministry meeting-church library 

Wednesday, November 7 

9:30 a.m. Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team 

meeting-Westminster Room 

Thursday, November 8 

   5:30 a.m.   Coordinating Council-church library 

Monday, November 12 

5:30 p.m.  Session meeting-church library 

Monday, November 19 

5:30 p.m.  Deacons’ meeting-church library 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 4, at 2 a.m. 

Remember to set your clocks back. 

STEWARDSHIP 

We are winding up a season of stewardship in the church 

on November 11, when we will ask you to make a pledge 

toward the work of the church in the coming year. You may 

bring your pledge card to the office, mail it to the church, 

drop it in the offering plate, or make your commitment to 

God by putting your pledge card on the communion table 

Sunday, November 11. Your church officers urge you to 

make a commitment of both your time and your money to 

further the work of God's kingdom in this place. Thank 

you! 

After the 10:30 service, join us for a covered dish luncheon. 

Come enjoy great food and fellowship!   

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

The Church Offices will be closed Thursday, November 22, 

and Friday, November 23, for Thanksgiving. Have a great 

holiday! 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Natchez Children’s Services meets the second Wednesday 

of each month from 10 a.m. -11:30 a.m. in the church library. 

The Festival of Music Board meets the second Thursday of 

each month from 6-7 p.m. in the Westminster Room in 

Stratton Chapel. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.   

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants, from 

8 a.m. until noon on Sunday mornings and at appropriate 

times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services!  Activity bags 

are provided during worship services for older children.   

ADVENT BOOKLETS  

Advent devotion books will be available in the Sanctuary, 

Stratton Chapel, and the Church Office beginning Sunday, 

November 18. They will be mailed out to our homebound 

members and friends the week of November 26. 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

in the church library for Bible study. Scripture to be studied 

is announced each Sunday in the bulletin. 

NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Tuesday at noon in the Prayer 

Room of Stratton Chapel. Come each week, or as you are 

able. Pray for our church, members, friends and community. 

IMMERSE BIBLE STUDY 

The Immerse Bible Study classes continue on Sunday and 

Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. Denise Seale leads the 

Sunday study in the Westminster Room; Lance Harris leads 

the Wednesday evening study in the Church Library. Books 

are still available for $11 in the church office.  Join us!  

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Wednesday supper starts at 5:15 p.m.; the Bible Study and 

children’s activities begin at 6 p.m. Joan Gandy will lead the 

study on November 21. 

STEWPOT SERVICE FELLOWSHIP—CHILI TIME AGAIN 

It is time to make chili again! The freezer has been almost 

emptied! The Stewpot servers had a big day on Sunday, 

October 28. Their next Sunday to serve will be Sunday, 

November 25. Thank you for your contributions. Keep this 

ministry on your prayer list, and pray deeply and often for 

this work. If you have not made chili for this ministry, 

please call the office and we will send a copy of the recipe 

used by most people who are contributing chili. Thank you! 
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FLOOD RELIEF    

If you would like to donate to the Flood Relief efforts, 

please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church and 

label them as “flood relief.” Mission Ministry members will 

purchase the items needed and assemble for shipment.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Tuesdays, November 6, 13, 20, 27 

2 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee 

Company the first & third Tuesday and at The Crafted 

Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.  

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, November 6, 13, 20, 27 

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Wednesday, November 7 

   9:30 a.m. PW Coordinating Team 

Tuesday, November 13 

    10:30 a.m.   Rebekah Circle 

    Noon          Ruth Circle 
Lydia Circle—Call Barbara Colwell for information. 

Now that it’s November, it’s time to start thinking about the 

Christmas season.  The Presbyterian Women will again give 

gifts to needy senior citizens.  We are asking for monetary 

donations so that we can give everyone the same items.  

How much we can spend on this project depends upon how 

much we collect in donations.  Donations can be left at the 

church office by December 1 and addressed to the PW; 

checks should also be made out to the Presbyterian Women.   

Our annual Christmas Coffee will be held on Wednesday, 

December 5 in the Stratton Chapel Parlor from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m.  We ask that you bring gifts for Mission Haven.  

This year it will be kitchen towels, pot holders and oven 

mitts.  These will stock the Mission Haven apartments of 

our missionaries who are home on sabbatical.  All women 

are invited and bring a friend to share in the Christmas 

spirit! If you would like more information about these 

projects, contact me or any of the PW officers. 

We wish everyone a happy and blessed Thanksgiving.                                                         

Barbara Colwell, Moderator 

 

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he 

will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) 

The Playschool is hosting a Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, 

November 16, at 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Playschool 

families and church members are invited to join the 

celebration! Jimmy Fells will be preparing the holiday meal 

of ham, turkey, dressing, potatoes, green beans, and 

desserts. If you would like to help, please contact Aretha. 

BIRTHDAYS 

November 1 Bettina Coffey 

November 3 Ron Lane 

November 11 Kathy Fitch 

November 13 Cooper Brumfield 

November 14 Shields Brown 

November 17 Stella Sharp 

November 20 Vidal Davis 

 Judy Flurry  

November 24 Kaylin Fredrickson 

 Mac Metcalfe 

November 25 Mary Jo McNerney 

November 28 Rev. Joan Gandy 

November 29 John Holyoak 

November 30 Betsy Feltus 

A Prayer for Thanksgiving 

O God, you are the source of life and peace. 

Praised be your name forever. 

We know it is you who turns our minds to thoughts of 

peace. 

Your power changes hearts. 

Strengthen our resolve to give witness to your truth  

by the way we live. 

Give to us: 

Understanding that puts an end to strife; 

Mercy that quenches hatred; 

Forgiveness that overcomes vengeance; 

and 

Thankfulness for your many blessings. 

Empower all people to live in your love. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff and Officers 

Rev. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Shirley Greene, Financial Secretary 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC OFFICERS 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2018 

Chuck Borum, Sarah Carey, Mary Jo 

McNerney, Anne Vidal Willet 

Class of 2019 

Rosemary Hall, Bobby Meason, 

Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

Class of 2020 

Hal Hicks, Leigh Anderson, Phyllis 

Mashburn, Ken Andermann 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2018 

Jon Borum, Diane Hammers, Esther Jeffus 

Class of 2019 

Sandra Burkes, Denise Seale, Sarah Smith 

Class of 2020 

Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 


