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THE LINK ~ JANUARY, 2019 

From the Pastor: 

The new calendar year is an exciting time in the life of a church as it gathers for worship. We 

celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord early in the year, the day set aside to remember that the 

light of the new King has shined on people throughout the world.  

 Next, we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, the day Jesus goes to the Jordan River to be 

revealed as God's Son in a new way; and to be confirmed as God's Beloved. At First 

Presbyterian in these days that lie ahead of us in 2019, we will accompany Jesus into the 

wilderness, where he defeats the sly Satan awaiting him there; and then -- we will recall 

together the wondrous stories of how ordinary people like us respond to the call of Jesus to 

become his disciples. 

 Stories of how God calls ordinary people are threaded throughout Scripture. We 

remember some people who were quite old when God called -- Abraham, for example; and 

some who were quite young -- Jeremiah the prophet, for example. 

 This new time in the calendar year is promising for all of us as we seek to know God 

better and to figure out just where God in Jesus Christ might be calling us -- as individuals and 

as God's church in this time and place. 

 God does continue to call. Do we sometimes think that God would not, could not call us 

-- just ordinary us? When Abraham heard the mighty deeds God would do in the future, he 

wondered aloud. But God said to him, "Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?" (Genesis 

18:14).  

 In recent weeks we have read together that Mary responded to the news brought to her 

about the baby who would be born: "How can this be?" The angel tells her, "Nothing will be 

impossible with God" (Luke 1:37). Jesus tells his disciples the same thing, "For God all things are 

possible" (Matt. 19:26). 

 Maybe it has been a while since you felt so close to God that you could feel his hand on 

your shoulder or his voice whispering in your ear. Maybe today is the day when you will stop 

and pray to feel his hand and hear his voice again. 

 Every Sunday morning, the church gathers to seek God's call together. Sometimes the 

beauty of God's word touches a heart that has grown cold. Sometimes a heart catches the fire of 

the Holy Spirit and knows God's call to a new thing.  One of the calls of Jesus to his first 

disciples is a call for all of us, as well: "Come and see" (John 1:39, 46). God in Jesus Christ calls 

us to worship together. Come! 

 Keeping you in my heart as I pray for God's blessings upon you, 

Joan 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, January 7 

5:30 p.m. Spiritual Life meeting 

Thursday, January 10 

5:30 a.m.   Coordinating Council-church library 

Monday, January 14 

Noon        Worship meeting 

5:30 p.m.  Combined meeting of the Session and the Diaconate 

Tuesday, January 22 

 5:30 p.m. Mission meeting   

NEW FACES AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

Darrell Day, FPC’s new Director of Music and Youth 

Development, is originally from Versailles, Indiana.  He holds a 

Bachelor of Music Education degree from Eastern Kentucky 

University with an emphasis on voice and choral conducting.  

His Master’s degree in Music Education is from Butler.  Darrell 

is a published composer with over 300 works including the 

opera, “Lizzie Lloyd,” the musical “The Great Christmas 

Giveaway,” and many choral and handbell pieces.  Mr. Day is a 

handbell conductor and soloist who loves introducing 

handbells to churches, schools, and communities. He also plays 

all brass instruments, guitar, piano and organ.  Darrell’s role at 

First Presbyterian is to serve as organist, pianist, and director of 

choirs.  He is also assisting with the development of the Youth 

Ministry, with the help of adult volunteers and his wife, Lisa.  

Darrell and Lisa have 5 children – Ryan, Megan, Tom, Garrett, 

and Nick.   

They are excited to be serving with us here in Natchez and look 

forward to having a positive impact on our community.   

 
Mary Ann Peoples, FPC’s new Financial Secretary, graduated 

from the University of Mississippi. She has worked for over 30 

years in Mississippi state government, dealing with state and 

federal programs and reporting with the Mississippi 

Department of Employment Security and Mississippi 

Department of Human Services. Mary Ann is married to Joe 

Peoples. 

Her office hours are Monday - Thursday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Natchez Children’s Services meets the second Wednesday of each month from 10 a.m. 

-11:30 a.m. in the church library. 

The Festival of Music Board meets the second Thursday of each month from 6-7 p.m. 

in the Westminster Room in Stratton Chapel. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.   

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants, from 8 a.m. until noon on Sunday 

mornings and at appropriate times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services!  Activity bags are provided during 

worship services for older children.   

CAMPFIRE SUNDAY 

Sunday, January 13, following the 10:30 worship service, we will celebrate with a 

Campfire Day at Chuck and Chris Borum’s home, 20 Trails End Road.  It begins at 12:30 

with a covered dish lunch, followed by games and activities for all ages.  The day of 

fellowship concludes with a bonfire, campfire songs and roasting hot dogs and 

marshmallows. Chris and Chuck are opening their warm and spacious home to us, as 

well as the beautiful grounds, so everyone will be comfortable regardless of the 

weather. Come for the whole afternoon or just for part; the day concludes at 5:30.  Picnic 

clothes may be worn to church. 

OFFICER ORDINATION/INSTALLATION 

Sunday, January 13, at the 10:30 worship service, new officers of the Class of 2021 will 

be ordained and installed. Elders are Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, and Anne Willett. 

Deacons are Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, and Frances Meason. 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the church library for 

Bible study. Scripture to be studied is announced each Sunday in the bulletin. 

NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Tuesday at noon in the Prayer Room of Stratton Chapel. Come 

each week, or as you are able. Pray for our church, members, friends and community. 

OFFICE/PLAYSCHOOL JANUARY HOLIDAYS 

The church offices and the Playschool are closed January 1 for New Year’s Day and 

January 21 for MLK day. 

CHOIR REHEARSALS 

The Sanctuary Choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. The Handbell Choir meets 

on Thursday evenings at 6 p.m. 

 



IMMERSE BIBLE STUDY             

The next Immerse Bible Study classes begin at 6 p.m. Sunday, January 6, and 

Wednesday, January 9. Books are still available for $11 in the church office.   

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Wonderful Wednesdays start again on January 2. Supper starts at 5:15 p.m.; the Bible 

Study and children’s activities begin at 6 p.m.  Rev. Joan Gandy will lead the study 

January 2. 

STEWPOT SERVICE FELLOWSHIP 

It is time to make chili again! FPC’s next Sunday to serve is January 27. Thank you for 

your contributions. Keep this ministry on your prayer list, and pray deeply and often 

for this work. If you have not made chili for this ministry, please call the office and we 

will send a copy of the recipe used by most people who are contributing chili.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Tuesdays, January 8, 15, 22, 29 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet on January 1. 

2 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee Company the first & third 

Tuesday and at The Crafted Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.  

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, January 8, 15, 22, 29 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will not meet on January 1. 

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

January 1 Archie Willett 

Larry Holder 

Colby Costa 

January 12 Cappy Stahlman 

January 18 Jon Borum 

Buddy Rhodes 

January 20 Olivia Edgin 

January 21 Esther Jeffus 

January 22 Everard Baker 

January 26 Bob Dearing 

January 31 Edie Christian 

If you have a birthday this month that isn’t listed or if you have a correction, 

please contact the church office (601-442-2581). 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 “I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD.  “They are plans for good and not for 

disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

Happy New Year to you all.  The Presbyterian Women had a wonderful Christmas 

season.  We held our annual Christmas Coffee on December 5 and collected kitchen 

items for Mission Haven.  I’m happy to report that our Senior Citizen Christmas Project 

went well.  We were able to provide gift bags each containing a $20 Wal-Mart gift card 

along with other goodies to 55 needy seniors.  Thank you to all who contributed to this 

project.  We appreciate your generosity. 

The 2019 Winter Retreat at St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa, MS is coming up soon.  It’s 

not too late register.  Registration information can be found in the Church office or by 

calling me. Our quarterly luncheon will be on Wednesday, January 19, 2019, in 

Fellowship Hall.  The theme will be the Presbyterian Women’s 30th anniversary.   

The PW Coordinating Team looks forward to working with you during the upcoming 

blessed and joyous New Year.              

       ~Barbara Colwell, Moderator 

PW January Calendar: 

January 2 Coordinating Team Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

January 8 Rebekah Circle – contact Sue Ann Wilt for time and location 

  Ruth Circle – Contact Pam McDonald for time and location 

  Lydia Circle– contact Barbara Colwell for time and location 

January 11-12 Annual Winter Retreat at St. Mary of the Pines, Chatawa, MS 

January 19     PW Quarterly Luncheon, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)  

The Playschool will host a childcare class in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, January 24, 

12:30-1:30 p.m.  The class is for caregivers here at the Playschool as well as caregivers at 

other daycares in this area. The class counts toward the annual training hours that the 

state requires each daycare employee to earn. 

We are very proud of FPC’s Playschool Director Aretha Davis. Aretha graduated with a 

master’s degree in Early Childhood Education from Jackson State University in 

December. If you’d like to send a congratulatory card or letter, you may drop it off in 

the church office or send it to her here at the church. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church Staff and Officers 

Rev. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Darrell Day, Music Director 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

 

FPC OFFICERS 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2019 

Rosemary Hall, Bobby Meason, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

Class of 2020 

Hal Hicks, Leigh Anderson, Phyllis Mashburn, Ken Andermann 

Class of 2121 

Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Anne Willett 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2019 

Sandra Burkes, Denise Seale, Sarah Smith 

Class of 2020 

Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 

Class of 2121 

Spencer Holder, Frances Meason, Everette Ratcliffe 

 

 
Following Christ. Serving Everyone. 


