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THE LINK ~ FEBRUARY, 2020  

FROM THE PASTOR 

During February, we begin a journey with some of the young people in our congregation. 

We will begin "confirmation" classes, designed to help young people to prepare to accept 

Jesus Christ into their hearts as Lord and Savior and to prepare for membership in Christ's 

church. It is hoped, also, that Scripture might come alive in new and meaningful ways 

during the weeks of study together. 

As adult Christians, we have learned about how we might make an impact on the maturing 

of young faith. We try to set good examples by attending worship and Sunday school, 

doing acts of kindness that demonstrate our gratitude for God's blessings upon us, and 

seeking God in all the activities of our daily life.  

As adults in the church, we believe that we know how a younger generation might benefit 

from older Christian role models in their lives. Some of the ways we might help them in 

their faith journey are: to help them to learn how to listen for God showing up in their daily 

lives; to teach them the Holy Scriptures; to introduce them to the people in the Bible so that 

they see ordinary people touched and changed by God's way with the world; to teach them 

how great God's love is for them and all people and creation; and to help them to know that 

Jesus Christ is the love of God given to the world in the form of one perfect human being 

who showed us how to live -- and then gave his life for all of us so that we might live in 

right relationship with God now and forever. 

Here in the company of each other, with God's blessings upon us and Christ in the Holy 

Spirit to give us inspiration, let's work together to model Christ's love as clearly as humanly 

possible for the next generation in our church and community. Please keep this prayer in 

your hearts and on your lips in the weeks ahead: 

 Lord, open our eyes as people of this church and servants of God's world. Help us to see. 

Open our ears so that we may truly hear. Show us the way we should go as we follow the ministry 

and teaching of Jesus Christ in our lives. You are our God and we give our hearts to you. Direct us to 

the work you have prepared for us. Give us courage to be bold followers of your Word. Give us 

strength so that we may never be discouraged. Lead us as we do everything in our power to teach our 

young people to listen and to know when you are calling their name. We pray in the precious name of 

Jesus, the name above all names. Amen.  

Remembering you daily in my prayers and giving thanks for you, 

Joan 
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FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

Monday, February 3 

     Noon—Worship committee meeting 

Thursday, February 6  

      5:30 p.m.—Coordinating Council meeting 

Saturday, February 8 

 Presbytery meeting at Gautier Presbyterian Church, Gautier, Mississippi 

 Rev. Gandy and Cara Serio will attend as commissioners from FPC. 

Monday, February 10 

     5:30 p.m. –-Session meeting 

Monday, February 17 

5:30 p.m.—Deacons meeting 

REMINDER: If you haven’t already done so, be sure to pick up your pledge envelopes. The 

envelopes are on the table by the front doors of the church. Pledge cards are available in the 

church office. 

COMMUNION SERVICE AT 5 P.M. 

This month, our Service of Healing and Wholeness is February 16, at 5 p.m. The Service for 

Healing and Wholeness includes, for those who wish to receive it, an anointing with oil. We 

will pray together and break bread together as we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper. Come and pray for yourself and for others.      

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Thursdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 

1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee Company the first and 

third Tuesday and at The Crafted Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.      

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25    

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Fellowship Hall     

THREE BABIES ARE COMING! FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

Our February covered dish luncheon will be Sunday, February 16, following the 10:30 

service. At the luncheon, the congregation will host a baby shower for Jen and Jon Borum, 

Joanna and Matt Kidder, and Britton and Lee Jones. Bring your favorite covered dish along 

with a small gift, a card, food for the freezer (or an IOU for freezer food), or a gift card for 

each couple. Join us in Fellowship Hall for this joyful celebration!    

CONFIRMATION CLASSES: Rev. Gandy will lead 2020 Confirmation Classes for Teens 

beginning Sunday, February 2, at 4 p.m. in Stratton Chapel. These classes are designed to 

help teens prepare to affirm their faith in Jesus Christ and to be presented for membership 

in Christ's church on Palm Sunday, April 5. Helen Smith, Phyllis Mashburn, and Bobby 

Meason will assist in these classes. Sixth-graders may attend these classes and continue in 

the fall to work toward a December 2020 or April 2021 confirmation.    

           



 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Our January Luncheon on the 15th was a fantastic day!  We are sorry if you missed the 

wonderful soups prepared by Rebekah Circle and the thoughtful talk by our guest 

speaker, the Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller.  We had a nice crowd for our guest and thank you to 

all who participated!         

The February Fundraiser to further the missions of the Presbyterian Women is set for 

FAT TUESDAY, February 25th.  Since we got so many wonderful compliments on our 

menu last year, once again we will be serving Rotel Chicken Spaghetti, salad, roll, 

dessert and tea on the 25th from 11:30-1:30 for $10, dine-in or take-out!  Advance tickets 

will be sold, or you can buy them at the door. On Tuesday, the 25th, you can place an 

order to purchase casseroles which will be sold in two sizes, 9x13 or 8x8. Further details 

on casserole sales will be forthcoming.  WATCH your bulletin closer to sale time for 

updates. 

 Blessings, 

 Phyllis Mashburn, PW Moderator    

PW February Calendar:   

PW Coordinating Team meeting—Wednesday, February 5, 9:30 a.m., in the Parlor 

Rebekah Circle—Tuesday, February 11, 10:30 a.m.                                                     

Ruth Circle—Tuesday, February 11, 1:00 p.m.   

PW Fundraiser Lunch—Tuesday, February 25, 11:30-1:30, Fellowship Hall    

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES:  Ash Wednesday services will be held February 26 at noon 

and again at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary at First Presbyterian. In the Ash Wednesday 

service, we are reminded of our mortality but also of God's faithfulness, love, and care 

for us as his treasured children. Please plan to attend this inspiring service at either of 

the times listed above.    

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the church library for 

Bible study. Scriptures to be studied are announced each Sunday in the bulletin.   

NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Monday at noon in the Prayer Room of Stratton Chapel. Come 

each week, or as you are able. Pray for our church, members, friends, and community.       

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Join us for Wonderful Wednesdays. Supper in Fellowship Hall begins at 5:15 p.m.                   

The Immerse Bible study, children’s activities, and Sanctuary Choir begin at 6 p.m.    

 

 



CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants from 8 a.m. until noon on 

Sundays and at appropriate times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services! Activity bags are provided during worship 

services for older children.   

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.”    

 Proverbs 22:6 

A big thank you to Paul and Ginny Benoist for donating computers for the Playschool, 

and to Floyd Gardner for building the computer table. or information about the 

Playschool or opportunities to volunteer, contact me at 601-445-0700.          

 Aretha Davis, Director        

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Please pray for these ministries. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.         

The Natchez Ladies’ Book Club meets on February 24, at 6 p.m. in the Parlor. For more 

information, contact Leigh Anderson (601-442-0116).    

FPC’s Stewpot Service Fellowship will serve lunch at the Stewpot this month on         

February 23.  If you would like to be part of this ministry, please contact Nicole or 

Lance Harris, Joanna Brumfield, or Donna Ball.              

The Mat Pilates Class, led by Sandra Burkes, meets in Fellowship Hall from 8:30 until 

10 a.m., Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Classes are free and open to all. Bring your 

own mat. For more information, contact Sandra at 662-816-5459.            

Smart Recovery is an addiction support group. It is a science-based program that 

teaches self-empowering skills leading to personal change. SMART Recovery advocates 

the importance of "choice" and provides methods and strategies tailored to assist good 

choices.  First Presbyterian member Robert Joseph has been certified to lead this group. 

Smart Recovery meets in Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays, at 6:30 p.m. For more 

information, contact Robert (601-810-0445).    

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS    

February 2 Sarah Freeman    February 21 Barbara Colwell  

February 4 Jim Ball, Sharon Goodrich 

February 6 Summer Thompson 

February 7 Beth Troutman 

February 14 Gary Mophett, Wes Holyoak 

February 16 Hal Hicks 

February 17 Katie Borum 

February 19 Latta Ratcliffe 

February 20 Chuck Borum 



  

Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Sharon Rouse, Interim Music Director   

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary  

 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2020: Leigh Anderson, Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Phyllis Mashburn 

Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody Serio, Anne Willett 

Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2020: Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 

Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason 

Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith 
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Sunday services: 8:15 a.m. in Stratton Chapel and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary    

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.        

Service of Healing and Wholeness: 5 p.m. the 3rd Sunday of each month in Stratton Chapel 

Wonderful Wednesdays: 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall` 
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