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THE LINK ~NOVEMBER, 2019 

FROM THE PASTOR 

             A season of giving is approaching. Our hearts seem to open wider and with even more kindness 

and love than usual as we approach the seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

 Maybe it is because in these seasons we are reminded of God's own bountiful blessings upon us. 

We give thanks to God for this place where saints before us have sacrificed to make our lives richer and 

freer. And once again we re-imagine how truly great the gift was and is of the Baby born in Bethlehem. 

 These days call us to remember the work of our church. What we do as a church acknowledges 

the call of our gracious God. The particular First Presbyterian programs that come to my mind in these 

days are those that help to feed hungry people of all ages; the program that helps people who cannot 

afford the medicines they need; and the work of the deacons as they spread love and grace through their 

good works among congregation members.  

 In his second letter to the church in Corinth, the apostle Paul writes this: 

 "The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with 

every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly 

in every good work." 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 

 Being a "cheerful giver" means giving to God with a grateful heart. During this season, we 

consider our pledged gifts to the church. As we do that, let us remember that God has blessed us in 

abundance and it is for that blessing we give back to God. 

 Please consider prayerfully what God is calling you to pledge for 2020. What percentage of your 

income is God calling you to give for the coming year? Pledge cards will be available beginning on 

Sunday, November 3, in the bulletin. Cards also will be mailed.  

 Your pledges support the work of the church for the coming year. On Sunday, November 10, we 

will place pledge cards on the Lord's Table during worship service as a sign of our commitment to give 

joyfully. You also may mail cards to the church office or drop them into the offering plate. Give 

gratefully and joyfully. 

Praying for you always as we serve Christ together, 

Joan 
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 

Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 3 at 2 a.m. Remember to set your clocks 

back.    

ADVENT BOOKLETS  

Advent devotion books will be available in the Sanctuary, Stratton Chapel, and the 

Church Office beginning Sunday, November 17. Advent booklets will be mailed only to 

our homebound members and friends.   

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS NOW  

…in memory of or in honor of loved ones.   

The cost is $20 and we will place the order for you.   

Just fill out this form and turn it into the church office, along with your check (labeled 

“poinsettias”).  Deadline: November 17, 2019 

TOTAL NUMBER of plants ______________ 

In MEMORY OF  

1.____________________________________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________________________ 

2.____________________________________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

In HONOR OF 

1.____________________________________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________________________ 

2.____________________________________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER MEETINGS 

Monday, November 4: Noon—Worship committee meeting 

Thursday, November 7: 5:30 p.m.—Coordinating Council meeting 

Monday, November 11: 5:30 p.m. –-Session meeting 

Monday, November 18: 5:30 p.m.—Deacons meeting 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

Sunday, November 10, we will respond to God’s call by making pledges to the work of 

the church for 2020. Pledge cards will be available in the bulletin beginning                    

November 3. Cards will also be mailed out. You may mail cards to the church office or 

drop them into the offering plate. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

At this time, the Presbyterian Women are still in need of contributions for the Pew 

Cushion Fund.  We had several generous donors the first week which were greatly 

appreciated, but we need an additional $9,000 to complete this project.  Please consider 

donating to this project which will make all the work done on the outside of the 

Sanctuary and inside complete.  The Presbyterian Women is also a tax deductible group. 

Donations may be sent to Edie Christian, 54 Duncan Avenue, Natchez 39120 or to the 

church. 

Our Seniors Mission Project is underway. We will be giving each senior at the Senior 

Citizens Center a gift card to Wal-Mart for personal items and also a small gift bag full 

of some additional items that will be useful and fun!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the Christmas Coffee on December 4 in the Parlor and 

for the January luncheon with the Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller speaking on Worshiping Idols, a 

topic in keeping with our PW Study this year on The Ten Commandments.                            

The luncheon will be January 15 at 11:30 a.m. The Rebekah Circle will be the hostesses.               

We hope to see you there!   

Phyllis Mashburn, PW Moderator    

PW November Calendar: 

PW Coordinating Team Meeting—Wednesday, November 6, 9:30 a.m. 

Rebekah Circle—Tuesday, November 12, 10:30 a.m.                                                   

Ruth Circle—Tuesday, November 12, 1:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRATITUDE, GRATEFULNESS, THANKFULNESS 

 “Give thanks to the Lord, Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy one…” 

A GRATITUDE Covered Dish Luncheon will be held on November 10, 2019, in 

Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 Service.  Come with a grateful heart and one of your 

favorite Thanksgiving dishes. The church will provide turkey (prepared by Hattie Poole 

and Gwen Washington), tea, and some inspiration on practicing an Attitude of 

Gratitude. 

This is the month that we will consciously focus on gratitude as we are called to do in 

the scriptures. (“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your 

wonderful deeds.”  Psalm 9:1)       

We will never be able to finish expressing our gratitude for all God’s wonderful deeds 

and blessings, but we can dedicate this November as a Month of Gratitude. Each day, 

think of at least 3 specific things for which you are grateful. Start with a sincere thank 

you through your prayers. Keep a Gratitude Journal, or write what you are grateful on 

a piece of paper and drop it into a Gratitude Jar or box. Send Thank You or appreciation 

notes to people or groups. Go outside and focus on God’s awe inspiring miracles. There 

are so many ideas for living an Attitude of Gratitude.  

May we at First Presbyterian Church  develop the spiritual practice of thankfulness and 

nurture a lifestyle of grateful worship, praising God and thanking Him for all He has 

done and all He has promised He will do for us. 

“Thankfulness is the beginning of Gratitude. 

Gratitude is the completion of Thankfulness. 

Thankfulness may consist of words. 

Gratitude is shown in acts.”    
(By Henri  Frederick Ariel) 

Sunday, November 10, is Stewardship Sunday. We will respond to God’s call by making pledges 

to the work of the church for 2020.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Thursdays, November 7, 14, 21 

1-3:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee Company the first and third 

Tuesday and at The Crafted Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.     

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, November 5, 12, 19, 26 

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 



SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS 

This month, our Service of Healing and Wholeness is November 17 at 5 p.m. The 

Service for Healing and Wholeness includes, for those who wish to receive it, an 

anointing with oil. We will pray together and break bread together as we celebrate the 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Come and pray for yourself or for someone else.        

FPC CHOIR REHEARSALS 

The Sanctuary Choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. The Handbell Choir meets on 

Thursday evenings at 6 p.m.                 

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the church library for Bible 

study. Scriptures to be studied are announced each Sunday in the bulletin.      

NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Monday at noon in the Prayer Room of Stratton Chapel. Come each 

week, or as you are able. Pray for our church, members, friends and community.    

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Join us for Wonderful Wednesdays. Children’s Choir is at 4:30 p.m. Supper in Fellowship 

Hall begins at 5:15 p.m. Rev. Gandy will lead “How Scripture Helps us to Pray” on 

November 6. Then beginning November 13, Rev. Gandy will lead a five-week study, 

“Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam” November 13, 20 and December 4, 11, and 18.  

The adult Bible study, children’s activities, and Sanctuary Choir begin at 6 p.m. On 

Wednesday, November 20, Hattie Poole and Gwen Washington will cook a Thanksgiving 

meal for the Wonderful Wednesday supper.  

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants from 8 a.m. until noon on 

Sundays and at appropriate times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services! Activity bags are provided during worship 

services for older children.   

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY HOURS:  The Church Offices and the Playschool will be closed 

Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday.  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Please pray for these ministries. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.         

The Natchez Book Club meets at 6 p.m. in the Parlor on the fourth Monday of each 

month. This month’s meeting is November 25. For more information, contact               

Leigh Anderson (601-442-0116).  

The Natchez Civic Chorale rehearses in the sanctuary every Tuesday, at 6 p.m.                   

If you are interested in singing with a community choir, please contact Darrell Day at                 

727-483-2835 or darrell@fpcnatchez.org.      
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FPC’s Stewpot Service Fellowship will serve lunch at the Stewpot this month on         

November 24. If you would like to be part of this ministry, please contact Nicole or 

Lance Harris, Joanna Brumfield, or Donna Ball.        

The Mat Pilates Class, led by Sandra Burkes, meets in Fellowship Hall from                 

8:30-10 a.m., Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Classes are free and open to all. Bring 

your own mat. For more information, contact Sandra at 662-816-5459.     

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.”            
~ Proverbs 22:6 

On Wednesday, November 13 at 11 a.m., the Playschool will host their annual 

Thanksgiving feast in Fellowship Hall for the Playschool children and their families.   

Call Aretha Davis (601-445-0700) if you need enrollment information or if you wish                  

to volunteer.     

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS    

November 1 Bettina Coffey 

November 3 Ron Lane 

November 11 Kathy Fitch 

November 13 Cooper Brumfield 

November 14 Shields Brown 

November 17 Stella Sharp 

November 18 George Bates 

November 20 Vidal Davis 

 Judy Flurry  

November 24 Kaylin Fredrickson 

 Mac Metcalfe 

November 28 Rev. Joan Gandy 

November 29 John Holyoak 

November 30 Betsy Feltus 
 

 

Rev. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Darrell Day, Music Director 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

FPC OFFICERS 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2019: 

Rosemary Hall, Bobby Meason, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

Class of 2020: 

Hal Hicks, Leigh Anderson, Phyllis Mashburn, Lane Feltus 

Class of 2121: 

Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Serio, Anne Willett 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2019: 

Sandra Burkes, Denise Seale, Sarah Smith 

Class of 2020: 

Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 

Class of 2021: 

Spencer Holder, Frances Meason, Everette Ratcliffe 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

117 South Pearl Street  

(Mailing Address: 400 State Street) 

Natchez, Mississippi 39120              

601-442-2581 

fpcnatchez@bellsouth.net            

www.fpcnatchez.org 

 

Sunday services: 8:15 in Stratton Chapel and 10:30 in the Sanctuary           

Wonderful Wednesdays: 5:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Service of Healing and Wholeness: 5 p.m. the 3rd Sunday of each month in Stratton Chapel 
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