
First Presbyterian Church 

117 S. Pearl Street 

(mailing address: 400 State Street) 

 Natchez, MS 39120 

601-442-2581   fpcnatchez@bellsouth.net 

THE LINK ~ AUGUST, 2018 

 

From the Pastor:   

"I came not to be served but to serve," Jesus says during a 

life lesson offered his disciples. Jesus sends us out still -- to 

serve not to be served. (See Matthew 20:24-28.) God's life-

giving gift of grace calls us to a life of gratitude, a life that 

gives back to God by giving to others. 

A life of gratitude is lived, as Jesus instructs us, as a disciple 

who serves the needs of others -- the less favored people in 

the world, the weak, the very young and very old, the 

hungry and the homeless. 

And such a life of giving to others is lived in the light, not in 

the darkness. As Jesus says in John 3:21: 

"Those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may 

be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God."  

We at First Presbyterian strive to follow Jesus in faith, hope, 

and love. We, too, may "come to the light" every day -- not 

only because we want to bathe in that light and be joyous; 

but also because we are called to give back that light, to 

reflect it into dark corners where people dwell in the 

shadows of hopelessness and despair. 

Gratitude for God's grace calls us to his kingdom work -- to 

sacrifice precious time and to give back to him a fair 

measure of our material blessings. We are the church 

gathered by Jesus Christ. Let us together return to God the 

best that we have in response to the gift of his grace. 

Loving you and always sending God's blessings to light 

your way, 

              Joan 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, August 6 

   Noon       Worship Ministry meeting-church library 

Thursday, August 9  

   5:30 a.m.   Coordinating Council meeting-church  

                    library 

Monday, August 13  

5:30 p.m.  Session meeting-church library 

Monday, August 20 

5:30 p.m.  Deacons’ meeting-church library 

Tuesday, August 21 

 5:30 p.m.  Mission Ministry meeting-church library 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Community Outreach 

Natchez Children’s Services meets the second Wednesday 

of each month from 10 a.m. -11:30 a.m. in the church library. 

The Festival of Music Board meets the second Thursday of 

each month from 6 p.m.-7 p.m. in the Westminster Room in 

Stratton Chapel. 

Scouts 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets every Monday at 7 p.m. in the 

gym.   

Congregational Meeting 

A meeting of the congregation will be held after the          

10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, August 5, to elect a new-

officer nominating committee. The Session has appointed 

two elders and a member of the youth group to the 

committee; Deacons have chosen one; and Presbyterian 

Women have selected one member. The Session has 

nominated two members of the congregation as at-large 

members. At the meeting, congregation members may 

nominate others for the at-large positions on the committee. 

Two only will be elected. If anyone in the congregation wants 

to nominate at-large members, each nominee must be contacted 

prior to the meeting and must agree to serve if elected.  The slate 

as proposed so far: Elders Bobby Meason, chairman,             

and Leigh Anderson; Deacon Diane Hammers;                                      

PW representative Barbara Colwell; youth representative 

Lane Rehms; at-large nominees Charles Hall and Larry 

Holder.  

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

If you have volunteered to be an usher or greeter at the 

10:30 a.m. Sunday worship service, you will be receiving a 

call soon to be placed on the schedule. Greeter/ushers now 

have new ID badges to wear on days they serve. 

The Blessing of the Backpacks will be Sunday, August 12, at 

the 10:30 worship service. Children are encouraged to bring 

their backpacks to this service to be blessed. 

On Sunday, August 19, we will welcome Rev. Catherine 

Cook back to the pulpit.  Rev. Cook recently served as one 

of our supply pastors. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE MINISTRY 

Lectionary Bible Study 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

in the church library for a lectionary Bible study. 

Noon Prayer Group 

This group meets every Tuesday at noon in the Prayer 

Room of Stratton Chapel. All are encouraged to come each 

week, or as you are able, to pray for our church, members, 

friends and community, and to share prayer concerns with 

each other. 

MISSION MINISTRY 

Wonderful Wednesdays are back for children and adults!  

This month’s programs highlight the church’s missions. 

August 1 Mexico mission—Lee and Sherry Jones 

August 8 Brazil mission—George and Linda Bates 

August 15 Guatemala—Everett Washington, Helen and 

  Randy Smith 

Supper is at 5:15 p.m.; the programs begin at 6 p.m.  All are 

welcome! 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28  

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Tuesdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28 

2 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee 

Company the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays and at The Crafted Gallery 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.  



CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for infants through 4 years old from 

8 a.m. until noon on Sunday mornings and at appropriate 

times for all other church functions. We do, however, 

welcome children of all ages in our services!  For older 

children, Children’s Bulletins, and activity bags are 

provided during worship services. Just leave the bags in the 

pews at the end of the service.      

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children meet for Sunday School each week at 9:15 a.m. 

They also meet during Wonderful Wednesdays for supper 

and Bible activities. A nursery is provided for infants and 

toddlers. 

 
The Youth Sunday School meets each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in 

the church library. 

Our youth will return from Montreat on August 5. On 

August 12, they will help lead the worship service for Youth 

Sunday.  

 

PLAYSCHOOL  

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he 

will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) 

Wednesday, August 1 

 8 a.m.-Noon Splash Day on the Playground 

If you would like to volunteer to read to the children, please 

contact Aretha Davis, Playschool Director (601-445-0700). 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE MINISTRY 

Youth Sunday Luncheon 

Following the 10:30 service, on Sunday, August 12, you are 

invited to come to Fellowship Hall to a covered dish 

luncheon. Bring your favorite covered dish and enjoy good 

food and fellowship. 

 

                

BIRTHDAYS 

August 1  Marc Doyle 

August 2 Frances Meason 

August 4 Barbara Rhodes 

  Kay Jinkins 

  Hattie Poole 

August 5 Sarah Hanson 

August 6 Rosemary Hall 

August 8 Ansley Brown 

August 11 Beverly Aldridge 

August 12 Courtney Aldridge 

August 17 Chris Borum 

August 18 Robert Joseph 

August 19 Sandra Burkes 

  Jasper Seale 

  Mimi Miller 

August 24 Joan McLemore 

August 27 Lacey Metcalfe 

August 29 Beverly Ratcliffe 

August 30 Ken Andermann 

August 31 Chesney Doyle 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

“I can do anything through Christ, who gives me strength.”  

Philippians 4:13 

In spite of the heat wave, the Presbyterian Women keep 

working.  We are busy preparing the 2018-2019 yearbook 

and calendar of events. If you have changed your telephone 

number or address, please let me know as soon as possible 

so your information in the yearbook will be correct. 

Anyone interested in working on the PW 30th anniversary 

celebration, please let me know.  We’ll start working on this 

right after Labor Day. 

We are starting a new Circle in September that will meet in 

the evening for the convenience of women who work and 

anyone else who prefers those hours. The day, time and 

location of the meetings, will be decided by the group.  If 

you have questions, please contact me at 601-493-7921.   

PW Coordinating Team will meet Wednesday, August 1, 2018, at 

9:30 a.m. in the Westminster Room 

Rebekah Circle will meet Tuesday, August 7, 2018.  For time and 

location, contact Sue Ann Wilt. 

Ruth Circle will meet Tuesday, August 7, 2018, at noon in the 

Parlor.  For more info, contact Pam McDonald. 

May God bless you with the wisdom to know His will and the 

courage to carry it out. 

        Barbara Colwell, Moderator   

 

Rev. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Victor Zurck, Music Director 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Shirley Greene, Financial Secretary 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

 

FPC OFFICERS 

ELDERS: 

Class of 2018 

Chuck Borum, Sarah Carey, Mary Jo 

McNerney, Anne Vidal Willet 

Class of 2019 

Rosemary Hall, Bobby Meason, 

Danna Mooney, Helen Smith 

Class of 2020 

Hal Hicks, Leigh Anderson, Phyllis 

Mashburn, Ken Andermann 

DEACONS: 

Class of 2018 

Jon Borum, Diane Hammers, Esther Jeffus 

Class of 2019 

Sandra Burkes, Denise Seale, Sarah Smith 

Class of 2020 

Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington 


