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THE LINK ~ DECEMBER, 2018 

From the Pastor:   

              At the start of the new church year, we find ourselves 
preparing for Advent services. It is time to turn our thoughts 
not just to the birth of Jesus but also to his Second Coming. So 
there are two "comings" to celebrate.  
 Why do we have Advent services to lead up to 
Christmas? The word "advent" is from an old word that means 
"coming" or "to come." For four consecutive Sundays, we will 
witness the symbol of dim light growing brighter. One lighted 
candle will brighten to two, then to three, then to four, 
culminating finally in the lighting of the fifth candle, the 
Christ candle, as we celebrate our Lord's birth. The growing 
light represents that "coming" that we will celebrate on 
Christmas Eve. 
 The Advent wreath is a relatively new tradition in the 
church, but the symbolism is ages old. The wreath, circular in 
shape, reminds us that God is eternal, the God who always 
was, is, and always will be. The fresh greens represent the 
renewal of all things; they are symbolic of God's faithfulness 
to all his creation. The candles remind us of the light of Christ 
that came to shine in a dark world, a light that still shines even 
as we wait for his return.  
 But, of course, we want most of all to celebrate 
CHRISTMAS!  
 Well, come and take a look at the beautiful sanctuary of 
your church. It is decked out in the colors and trimmings of 
the Christmas Season. Your own talented flower and 
sanctuary decorating committee adorned this space for you. 
Come to worship, to give thanks, honor, and glory to God in 
this season when we count our blessings all over again and 
shout: Jesus Christ is born! In the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus Christ was born; he ministered on earth and showed us 
the perfect human life. Christ died and rose from the dead. 
Christ reigns in glory at the right hand of God the Father. 
Christ will come again. Let us pray together: "Come, Lord 
Jesus." 

Sending love and blessings to you in this glorious season, 
Joan 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, December 3 

Noon   Joint meeting of Worship, Spiritual Nurture, 

Congregational Life, and Mission committees  

Thursday, December 6 

   5:30 a.m.   Coordinating Council-church library 

Monday, December 10 

5:30 p.m.  Session meeting-church library 

Monday, December 17 

5:30 p.m.  Deacons’ meeting-church library 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY HOURS 

The Church Offices will be closed Monday, December 24 and 

Tuesday, December 25. Merry Christmas! 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Natchez Children’s Services meets the second Wednesday of 

each month from 10 a.m. -11:30 a.m. in the church library. 

The Festival of Music Board meets the second Thursday of 

each month from 6-7 p.m. in the Westminster Room in 

Stratton Chapel. 

Boy Scout Troop 157 meets Monday at 7 p.m. in the gym.   

CHILDREN AND WORSHIP 

A nursery is provided for young children and infants, from 8 

a.m. until noon on Sunday mornings and at appropriate times 

for all other church functions. We do, however, welcome 

children of all ages in our services!  Activity bags are provided 

during worship services for older children.   

PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Rev. Gandy every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in 

the church library for Bible study. Scripture to be studied is 

announced each Sunday in the bulletin. 

NOON PRAYER GROUP 

This group meets every Tuesday at noon in the Prayer Room 

of Stratton Chapel. Come each week, or as you are able. Pray 

for our church, members, friends and community. 

IMMERSE BIBLE STUDY 

The Immerse Bible Study classes continue on Sunday and 

Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. Denise Seale leads the Sunday 

study in the Westminster Room; Lance Harris leads the 

Wednesday evening study in the Church Library. Books are 

still available for $11 in the church office.   

 

 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 

Wednesday supper starts at 5:15 p.m.; the Bible Study and 

children’s activities begin at 6 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday 

won’t meet on December 26. 

STEWPOT SERVICE FELLOWSHIP 

It is time to make chili again! The next Sunday to serve will 

be Sunday, December 23. Thank you for your contributions. 

Keep this ministry on your prayer list, and pray deeply and 

often for this work. If you have not made chili for this 

ministry, please call the office and we will send a copy of 

the recipe used by most people who are contributing chili.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Tuesdays, December 4, 11, 18 

2 p.m.   Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at the Natchez Coffee 

Company the first & third Tuesday and at The Crafted 

Gallery on the second and fourth Tuesday.  

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Tuesdays, December 4, 11, 18 

7 a.m.—Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Wednesday, December 5 

   9:30 a.m. PW Christmas Coffee in the Parlor 

Tuesday, December 11 

    10:30 a.m.   Rebekah Circle 

     Noon          Ruth Circle 
Lydia Circle—Call Barbara Colwell for information. 

Our annual Christmas Coffee will be held on Wednesday, 

December 5, in the Stratton Chapel Parlor from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m.  We ask that you bring gifts for Mission Haven.  

This year it will be kitchen towels, pot holders and oven 

mitts.  These will stock the Mission Haven apartments of 

our missionaries who are home on sabbatical.  All women 

are invited and bring a friend to share in the Christmas 

spirit! If you would like more information about these 

projects, contact Barb Colwell.    

PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he will 

not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV)  

The Playschool will be closed December 24-December 25. Merry 

Christmas! 
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BIRTHDAYS 

December 9 Todd Mooney 

December 12 Ginny Borum 

 Burne Sharp 

December 13 Wayne Murphy 

December 14 Lee Jones 

 Ron Jinkins 

December 17 Wessye Heard 

December 19 Howard Jones 

December 20 Rusty Jenkins 

 Lane Rehms 

December 23 Judy Moody 

December 30 Daye Dearing 

If you have a birthday this month that isn’t listed, please contact 

the church office at 601-442-2581. 

TOYS FOR TOTS 

FPC is once again a drop off location for Toys for Tots. If 

you would like to donate, you may bring new, unwrapped 

toys to the church office by December 11. Please help us 

bring the joy of Christmas and send a message of hope to 

needy children this holiday season. 

A Prayer for Christmas 

By Robert Louis Stevenson 

Loving God, 

Help us remember the birth of Jesus,  

that we may share in the song of the angels, the 

gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise 

men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all 

over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires 

with every greeting. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 

children,  

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 

grateful thoughts,  

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL DECEMBER EVENTS 

Wednesday, December 5,  9:30 a.m.       

Presbyterian Women’s Christmas Coffee in the Parlor  

Thursday, December 6, 6:00 p.m. 

A free concert featuring Alcorn State University vocalists 

and choir members Sonya Faulknor and Llettesha Sylvester, 

accompanied by Professor Tony Gordon in the Sanctuary. 

Sunday, December 9, 9:15 a.m. 

Join us for a Christmas covered dish breakfast in Fellowship 

Hall, as we celebrate the season.  

Sunday School classes will meet following the breakfast. 

Thursday, December 13, Noon-2:00 p.m. 

Shirley Greene, our financial secretary, is retiring! You are 

invited to stop by the church library for cake and coffee and 

to congratulate Shirley on her retirement. 

Sunday, December 16, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

A Christmas Tea will be held in Stratton Chapel. Come for 

refreshments, fellowship, and a tour of the church and the 

Natchez in Historic Photographs exhibit. 

Friday, December 21, 5:00 p.m. 

Join carolers and musicians at the Christmas tree, at the 

corner of Main and Commerce at 5 p.m. Bring your musical 

instrument or your singing voice. Musicians will lead the 

carolers down Main Street and south on Pearl Street to the 

steps of First Presbyterian Church, where hot chocolate will 

be served at 5:30. The singing will continue on the steps and 

then inside the church, where there will be a reading of the 

Christmas story to conclude the program at 6:15. 

Sunday, December 23, at the 8:15 and 10:30 services 

We will collect the Christmas Joy Offering. By giving to this 

special offering, you are providing assistance to current and 

retired church workers in their time of need, and aiding the 

development of our future leaders at Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges. 

Monday, December 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 

service in the Sanctuary. 

Tuesday, December 25            Merry Christmas! 

 

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS NOW  

…in memory of or in honor of loved ones.   

The cost is $20 and we will place the order for you.   

Just fill out this form and turn it into the church 

office, along with your check (labeled 

“poinsettias”).  Deadline: December 12. 

TOTAL NUMBER of plants ______________ 

In MEMORY OF  

1._______________________________________ 

Given By:________________________________ 

2._______________________________________ 

Given By:________________________________ 

In HONOR OF 

1.______________________________________ 

Given By: ______________________________ 

2.______________________________________ 

Given By: ______________________________ 
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