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NOVEMBER LINK 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Every generation of a church leaves a legacy, and this generation will not be an exception to that 

rule. The legacy is not in name only. In fact, the legacy is created through all the work and 

relationships of all the members of the Body of Christ in a particular time in the history of the 

congregation. Those who teach, those who minister to the needy, those who make mission trips, 

those who make administrative decisions, those who sing in the choir, those who greet 

worshipers at the door on Sundays, and those who care for the vulnerable members of the 

congregation – all pass the whole legacy to the next generation, often with no thought that they 

are doing such a service for Christ's church.  

In this present time of a continuing pandemic, I call all of you to think about our church family 

and about our individual roles in it. We are unable to be the Body of Christ as we long to be, to 

reach out in the same ways, gather for fellowship luncheons, or greet one another with 

handshakes and hugs. But we continue the spirit of fellowship by staying in touch with each 

other, attending meetings by electronic means, and finding comfort in worship and Sunday 

school despite the masks and continued physical distancing! 

Is there someone near to us who might benefit from our encouragement to begin thinking about 

how important it is to be a part of a congregation of people seeking God? At this time in our 

church life, I think we understand that importance more clearly than ever. Do you agree?  

I ask you to take some time now to think about what this church has given to you and meant to 

you. What have you given back to the Body of Christ? What has been fulfilling for you? Are you 

a teacher, a caregiver, a builder of new things or repairer of the old? Are you an exhorter like the 

Apostle Paul? Are you a supporter like friends of Jesus such as Mary and Martha? Just because 

our activities are strained now, out of necessity, does not mean that the work and needs of the 

church do not continue day after day. Your gifts continue to matter. The Body of Christ 

continues to need exactly the gift you have to offer, whatever it may be. 

Being the church calls us to exhibit to the world what it means to be children of God and God's 

kingdom as revealed in Jesus Christ. It is not always easy to be what we are called to be. But 

Jesus is calling you. The world outside our doors is watching us and wondering just who we are 

here in the middle of the city in the big, beautiful building known as First Presbyterian Church. 

The building is not the church. You are the church, every one of you. Let us seek Christ's will for 

us in serving his people. Let us show who we are. 

Always praying for your continued and abundant blessings from your Lord Christ, 

Joan 
 



MUSIC NOTES 

Greetings, First Family! 

It’s so good to hear some of you sing each week.  It is such a privilege to accompany 

your voices each week, knowing that together our aim is to glorify God with hymns of 

praise.  Thank you for the honor of being your organist.  Thank you also to the six 

students from Alcorn, without whose help our music would have drastically suffered 

over this period of COVID-19 isolation.  If you have not done so, please get to know 

them.  They are Alexis Randolph (soprano 2), Antoin Marshall (tenor), Ashley Palmer 

(soprano 2), Christine Powell (soprano 2 / alto 1), David Gilzene (bass), and Kimyia 

Youngblood (alto 2).  They are all a delight to work with, not only because of their 

collective talent, but also because of their love for Christ and infectious smiles. 

The semester will soon be ending, however, and we will not see most of them again 

until mid-January.  That leaves us without their vocal and spiritual leadership for 

approximately six weeks.  In the meantime, I am reaching out to local soloists (vocal 

and instrumental) to help carry the musical torch though the Advent and Christmas 

seasons.  If you know of someone who sings or plays a musical instrument, please 

forward me their names and phone numbers (or email addresses).  I would love to 

speak with them.  Incidentally, some members of the Sanctuary Choir have expressed 

interest in becoming involved again to some extent.  While we are limited in the 

numbers of people we can place in a room at one time, we can invite one or two choir 

members to join us for rehearsals (properly masked and distanced, of course).  If you 

would like to be on that list, please email me:  music@fpcnatchez.org. 

As I write this, we are just days away from ALL SAINTS’ Sunday, November 1.  

Although this particular hymn is not on our list of hymns to sing this Sunday, the 

words are so profound that I have to mention it. 

 

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens: Lord, with me abide! 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

He of the helpless, O abide with me. 

I need Thy presence every passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
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I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Henry Francis Lyte wrote these words about this time of year in 1847 while a Minister 

in England.  The text was penned shortly before his death, and there are four lesser 

known verses to his poem.   

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word; 

But as Thou dwell’st with Thy disciples, Lord, 

Familiar, condescending, patient, free. 

Come not to sojourn, but abide with me. 

Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings, 

Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea— 

Come, Friend of sinners, and thus abide with me. 

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile; 

And, though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 

Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee, 

On to the close, O Lord, abide with me. 

We should not regard this hymn as one intended merely for a funeral or the end of life.  

Instead, we should read it through the lens of our need to seek God in all of life’s 

circumstances.  Our Lord has promised us that if we seek Him, He will be found.   

Whether it is through this song, or others that are meaningful to you, I encourage you to 

lift your voice and your heart to God, the One who loves you more than any other 

possibly could. 

I’ll sing with you this Sunday! 

Jon 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS:  

Your First Presbyterian Church Worship Committee members continue to work hand in 

hand with the FPC COVID-19 Task Force.  We are excited, grateful, and need to 

continue to be extremely careful in our beautiful sanctuary.  If you have not joined us 

physically in the sanctuary, no worries.  You will be greeted by one of our Social 

Distancing Ushers outside FPC with little friendly reminders prior to entering the 

sanctuary.  Sunday School classes are back in session and if you recall this was a time 

when we would take a few minutes to visit prior to entering into our prayerful           

10:30 a.m. service.  Those were the days…  We now ask that you simply refrain from the 

visiting and move along from your class to the sanctuary.  We love you and are doing 

our very best to keep all healthy during these uncertain times but we simply need your 

assistance in making this happen.       

• Masks are required at all times. Please bring your own mask – if you happen to 

leave yours at home, we do have some available at all doors.   

• Practice social distancing.  

• Hand sanitizer is available in pews and on the walls when entering the 

sanctuary. 

• Please sit only in the pews with the yellow bows.   

• When entering/exiting the sanctuary, please do not linger. Remember to 

continue to practice social distancing.  

 

If you simply are not ready to physically return to the sanctuary, please know that you 

are missed and we are there for you as well. We will be glad to deliver bulletins to you 

if needed.  Please call the church office if you would like to be added to the list.  

The link for the video is https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4. The video is also available on 

First Presbyterian Church’s Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201.  

If you have any questions whatsoever, please do not hesitate to ask.  We are here to 

help.  We know all of the above are difficult and laborious.  We simply must follow 

these guidelines to keep everyone healthy. We appreciate your cooperation during 

these uncertain times.   

 Much love,  

 Cara Moody Serio, Chairman FPC Worship Committee 

 

https://youtu.be/K0UUX2HdDk4
https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresNatchez/videos/2856520137731201


 

FROM THE MISSION COMMITTEE:  

They come from Cruzetta and Acari, from Serra Negra and Pombal, and from many 

other tiny villages and small towns across the arid reaches of Northeast Brazil to the city 

of Caico.  They come on Saturdays to bring their loved ones to the only kidney care 

center in many miles for life-saving dialysis.  Just down the block from this center, our 

partner Presbyterian church has developed a unique ministry called “Hands that Feed.” 

Family members of those patients are invited for lunch while their loved ones are being 

dialyzed. Church members prepare a hearty meal of feijoa e arroz (beans and rice), carne 

do sol (sun-dried beef), frango (broiled chicken) and other typical foods of the Northeast.  

Each Saturday, seventy to a hundred meals are served along with lots of love and 

fellowship. Following lunch, Pastor Alberto gives a short devotional lesson which 

provides food for the soul to go along with the food for the body. 

The psalmist writes, “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”  

(Ps. 46, vs. 1, NIV) At this simple event in Caico on Saturdays, God does provide 

strength and help to those with the hard task of looking after sick friends and relatives.   

The help and the strength come through good food, fellowship, and inspirational 

words.   But God sometimes does his best work when we help him.  It is our privilege to 

help the Independent Presbyterian Church of Caico through our partnership with them 

to provide these much-appreciated meals each Saturday.  Your support of this ministry 

purchases the groceries that they must have to do it.  In a recent communication, Pastor 

Alberto expressed once again their thanks for our partnership and support and assured 

us that they pray regularly for our church and our members. Four thousand miles is no 

obstacle to the bonds of love through Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

 



 

REPORT FROM THE DEACONS:  

The Deacons are available for anyone who has a need. Contact Edie Christian. We love 

and pray for our church members. Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: 

Fall is zipping by and Christmas will be here before we know it. PW Coordinating 

Council met in October to plan for the months ahead. With things still being decided 

about protocol for functions inside, we decided not to hold the Christmas Coffee in 

December. Instead, we will concentrate on 2021. Luncheons will be held in the late 

winter and spring.  However, Circles did begin meeting again in October.  

Our PW Yearbooks are still available in the church office. 

Looking forward to being back together in the new year.     

 Blessings to All and Stay Safe, 

 Phyllis Mashburn, PW Moderator 

REPORT FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN PLAYSCHOOL 

Greetings, 

November is here! The leaves are falling; weather is changing daily; and what 

happened to the daylight? Winter will be here before we know it. The children looked 

great for the Halloween Parade and enjoyed all of the party festivities. Thank you to all 

who provided the party goodies.      

This month, we will be learning about harvest time, Thanksgiving, and families. We 

will be talking about how the Pilgrims and American Indians started our Thanksgiving 

traditions. The children’s Thanksgiving Feast will be on Monday, November 23, 2020. 

The children will be Pilgrims or Indians, wearing the hats they make in class.  The 

Playschool will be closed on November 26 and 27 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

We plan to make a Family Scrapbook to keep in the House Area in our classrooms. The 

children love looking at their families and showing and sharing them with their 

classmates.  We will continue the family theme, holidays, cultures, and traditions in 

December. We would love to learn about any special holidays, traditions, songs, or 

recipes your family would like to teach or share with our classes in December (via 

Zoom/Face Time).    

 Happy Thanksgiving!! 

 Aretha Davis    

 

 



 

REPORT FROM THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

During these current challenging days, we all need to be quite intentional in continuing 

Christian Education for ourselves and our families. Many cannot take advantage of our 

in person Sunday morning classes at 9:15 or Tuesday morning Bible study at 11. Even 

the Wednesday evening youth Zoom gatherings at 6 p.m. have proven difficult for 

some to attend. 

We think it is most important that we focus on nurturing and maintaining connections 

during this time of distancing. Many of our members have dedicated themselves to 

being in touch with others. If you know of anyone who needs more attention which you 

cannot personally provide, please bring this to the attention of Pastor Joan or one of our 

church officers. 

For families, one of the best suggestions found on our PCUSA website is to develop 

rituals and routines using God's word and setting aside a specific time for prayer. One 

resource from the PCUSA web site is: https://network.crcna.org/childrens-

ministry/everyday-ways-help-families-form-faith-when-theyre-stuck-home. Let us 

know what you think. 

The Christian Education Committee would appreciate hearing from you. What are the 

joys and successes you've experienced in the last six months? What suggestions do you 

have for the church or individuals to further our knowledge of God?   Call 337-781-6114 

or email me at mosssmith@aol.com 

     Helen Smith, Chairman, FPC Education Committee         

Stewardship: During the 10:30 service on November 8, you will have an opportunity to 

make a pledge for the coming year. Your chance to make a promise to God for 2021 will 

include pledged monetary gift as well as your dedication to give time to the work of the 

church. Please give prayerful thought to those decisions in the days ahead.   

Sunday Evening Prayer and Communion Service will be held in Stratton Chapel at            

6 o'clock on November 15. 

Worship on the steps of the Church: Our 10:30 a.m. worship on Sunday, November 15, 

will be outside from the front porch of the church. Chairs will be set out, but you may 

bring your own if you’d like. See you there! 

The Pastor's Bible Study meets on Tuesdays, at 11 a.m. in Stratton Chapel. The             

format will be the same as before.  You may bring your Bibles or use the ones provided 

in the chapel.        
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New Officer Training: New First Presbyterian Church officers and any other elders 

and deacons and others interested in these classes will continue to meet. The final 

classes are Saturday, November 7, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., in Fellowship Hall; and              

Monday, November 16, 5:30 to 7 p.m., in Stratton Chapel. 

Thanksgiving: The church offices and the Playschool will be closed Thursday, 

November 26 and Friday, November 27, for the Thanksgiving holiday. They will both           

re-open on Monday, November 29.   

Piano Program at FPC: You are invited to join us in the Sanctuary on Saturday, 

November 14, at 6 p.m. for Magnolia Sessions Beethoven 250th Birthday Celebration 

Performance presented by Andre’ Bohren. This will be a socially distanced event              

inside the Sanctuary. Masks are required. More information is available on FPC’s               

Facebook page, under Events. Tickets are on sale now.    

Advent Begins: Advent is a season of the liturgical year observed in many Christian 

churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus. The first Sunday in Advent this year is November 29. 

Online Giving: For your convenience you now can give online through PayPal. You do 

not have to have a PayPal account. Just click the Online Donate button on our Give 

webpage at https://www.fpcnatchez.org/give.  This is a great way to meet your regular 

commitments to the church or to make a special gift. Thank you for your faithfulness.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting during this time of keeping physical distance 

from one another. However, individual members continue to do their work separately 

and doing so, to love and comfort others with their hand-made gifts. Many thanks to 

those who take part in this ministry.      

To have a copy of our prayer list emailed to you, please contact the church office. Hard 

copies are available in the church office if you would like to stop by and pick one up.       

The November Stated Meeting of the First Presbyterian Session is Monday,            

November 9, at 5:30 p.m. by Zoom.            
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

November 1 Bettina Coffey  

 Mary Jo Gunde 

November 3 Ron Lane    

November 11 Kathy Fitch   

November 13 Cooper Brumfield 

November 14 Shields Brown 

November 17 Stella Sharp 

 Ann Dyer 

November 18 George Bates 

November 20 Vidal Davis 

 Judy Flurry  

November 24 Kaylin Fredrickson 

 Mac Metcalfe 

November 28 Joan Gandy 

November 29 John Holyoak 

November 30 Betsy Feltus 

 ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS NOW  
…in memory of or in honor of loved ones.   

The cost is $20. We will place the order for you. Just fill out this form and turn it into the 

church office, along with your check (labeled “poinsettias”). Deadline for orders will be 

Monday, December 7.  

TOTAL NUMBER of plants ______________ 

In Memory of  

1._______________________________________ 

Given by: ________________________________ 

2._______________________________________ 

Given by: ________________________________ 

In honor of 

1.______________________________________ 

Given by: ______________________________ 

2.______________________________________ 

Given by: ______________________________ 



 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Joan W. Gandy, Pastor 

Jon P. Gates, Organist and Director of Music 

Deon Buford, Sexton 

Aretha Davis, Playschool Director 

Pam McNeil, Office Administrator 

Mary Ann Peoples, Financial Secretary 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS:  

Class of 2020: Leigh Anderson, Lane Feltus, Hal Hicks, Phyllis Mashburn  

Class of 2021: Chuck Borum, Stratton Bull, Cara Moody Serio, Anne Willett  

Class of 2022: Marc Doyle, Rosemary Hall, Danna Mooney, Helen Smith    

 

DEACONS:  

Class of 2020: Edie Christian, Ryan Sharp, Gwen Washington  

Class of 2021: Spencer Holder, Everette Ratcliffe, Frances Meason  

Class of 2022: Sandra Burkes, Rusty Jenkins, Sarah Smith 
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